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Inflation falls to a
4-month low in Dec.

Food inflation eased marginally to 8 4%, but some critical items reported

sharper price rise; inflation of edible oils and fats hit a 33-month high

IGS Paper llI: Inflation

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

ndia’s retail inflation
l eased a bit to a four-

month low of 5.22% in
December from 5.5% in
November, with food infla-
tion cooling marginally
from 9.04% in November
to 8.4% last month, the Na-
tional Statistics Office said
on Monday.

Overall consumer prices
were 4.6% higher in De-
cember for urban resi-
dents compared with 4.9%
in November, while rural
consumers faced a steeper
price rise of 5.8%, just mar-
ginally below the 5.95% re-
corded in November.

With December’s infla-
tion print, India’s Consum-
er Price Inflation has aver-
aged 5.63% in the third
quarter of 2024-25, just a
tad under the Reserve
Bank of India projection of

Subtle relief

Consumer price rise eased to a 4-month low of 5.22%
in December 2024, on a marginal dip in food inflation
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5.7%. While the RBI ex-
pects inflation to cool to
4.5% in this quarter, the lat-
est uptick gives it little
room to initiate interest
rate cuts in its early Febru-
ary monetary policy re-
view, even as the slow-
down in growth has
spurred sharp calls from
government and industry
to fast-track reductions.
While food inflation had
also cooled to a four-

month low, marking the se-
cond month of decelera-
tion from October’s 15-
month high 0f10.9%, some
critical food items report-
ed faster upticks in prices,
including edible oils and
fats whose prices rose at a
33-month high pace of
14.6%, up from Novem-
ber’s 13.3% rise.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

el fGHaT & 8.4% 8 TS|
e Urban consumers experienced an overall price rise of 4.6% in December, compared
to 4.9% in November, while rural consumers faced higher inflation of 5.8%, slightly
down from 5.95% in November.

M ITAFATHT & TIT HaR # HAFIE T 4.6% T, Sfeh aAdaT # Ig 4.9% A1l T,
ATAOT IYNFAHT & T T 5.8% TET, ST a7daT & 5.95% T A A Tl

Inflation Falls to a 4-Month
Low in December

e & AgS X 4 Al
& FYATH TR W Igdl

India’s retail inflation eased to
a 4-month low of 5.22% in
December from 5.5% in
November, according to the
National Statistics Office
(NSO).

AR T Feur AFIS T fGwaw
# 5.22% @, 3T A9 F 5.5%
¥ "geal 4 A & vgAdH TR
W 9T G| IE AGHR T

FRTH FEATTT (NSO) F & B

. Food inflation also declined slightly
from 9.04% in November to 8.4% in
December.

e AgIS & o g 7 9.04% &

Consumer Price Inflation and RBI Projections

SUNFAT Hed AN 3R RBI A fsaamof

e Inthe third quarter of 2024-25, India’s Consumer Price Inflation averaged 5.63%,
slightly below the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) projection of 5.7%.

2024-25 F il A F 7Ra 6 3uiTFar Hed ALNE & AAAT 5.63% I,
ST Rerd dF (RBI) 1 5.7% 1 #fasyaro & aier 4 B
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RBI aims to reduce inflation to 4.5% in the fourth quarter of 2024-25, but the recent
uptick leaves little scope for interest rate cuts in the upcoming February monetary
policy review.

RBI & o183 2024-25 $r atelt AR & Agang Y 4.5% de 1T g, oAfehed glel &I
HEI$ & F FROTEEN A AlgF Ay e 7 sarer g F wAd K daaen FA
gl

Food Inflation Trends

e #AgIS F T

Food inflation in December marked the second consecutive month of decline, falling
from October’s 15-month high of 10.9%.

fRdeR # @eg AFIME TR g@y A AN, S IrFga & 15 A & IeaadA TR
10.9% § & g TS|

Prices of some critical food items, like edible oils and fats, rose sharply. The inflation
rate for edible oils and fats hit a 33-month high of 14.6% in December, up from
13.3% in November.

SO Hecaqol WIEH T3t 1 Haat H dolt 378, S @rey aa 3R Far| Ry &
ET@?HWW@[WH?R33W$WWWWM.6%GTW§,ET
daaT H 13.3% Y|
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At86.70to $,
rupee records
sharpest slide
in two years

IGS Paper lll: Currency |
Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

In what proved to be a
Manic Monday for India’s
financial markets, the ru-
pee recorded its sharpest
slide in almost two years,
to close 66 paise down
against the U.S. dollar at
86.70, while benchmark
stock indices fell about
1.4%-1.5% to hit their lowest
level in over seven months.

A strengthening U.S.
dollar and rising crude oil
prices in the global mar-
kets fuelled the downturn
for India’s currency and
stocks, with small-cap and
mid-cap indices also bleed-
ing along with all sectoral
gauges. The advance-de-
cline ratio for shares listed
on the Bombay Stock Ex-
change hit 0.15, the lowest
since June 4, 2024.
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Rupee Records Sharpest Slide in Two Years at
86.70t0 $

F99T 86.70 9fdY SR W UgTHT ar auf H FAH a2
fiRrae asf #ar §

e On what turned out to be a Manic Monday for India’s financial markets,
the rupee recorded its sharpest slide in almost two years, closing 66
paise down against the U.S. dollar at 86.70.

AR & Ry R & fAT 7€ enia AATR T 37, ST AT AT
aaﬁﬁmaﬁﬁwaﬁmgyeaﬁﬁwsmouﬁrm
ST X §¢ g3

e Benchmark stock indices fell by 1.4% to 1.5%, hitting their lowest level
in over seven months.

ATATE FF ST T 1.4% ¥ 1.5% FHr fRmae 318 3R I8 ara 78t &
39 FE I FR R 9gT =4

e The downturn was driven by a strengthening U.S. dollar and rising
crude oil prices in the global markets, which affected both India’s
currency and stocks.

I IRrae ARgs oY A7 ARG STo’ & Aoqy Bt N Fexd aa A
aﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂé,ﬁ@%ﬁgﬁmw‘mm@l

e Small-cap and mid-cap indices also faced losses along with all
sectoral gauges.

FATeT-F7 3R As-F7 g3 1 off el JeRer 370 & WY FHAE 356
EEN

e The advance-decline ratio for shares listed on the Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE) fell to 0.15, the lowest since June 4, 2024.

dF FIh TFEGS (BSE) W Flaey A 1 TSarH-BFarssT Hequra 0.15

der IR arm, S 3 4 [T 2024 & 91 ¥ FA G
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PM opens Z-Morh tunnel
in J&K; silent on Statehood

Peerzada Ashiq

|GS Paper I: Geography |

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who inaugurated the
strategic Z-Morh tunnel in
Sonamarg area of Gander-
bal on Monday, remained
non-committal on the time-
line of restoration of State-
hood to Jammu and
Kashmir.

He said the new network
of roads and railway lines in
the Union Territory has
bridged the distance bet-
ween Jammu and Kashmir
and New Delhi.

In response to Chief Mi-
nister Omar Abdullah’s
speech, where he referred
to the Statehood demand,
Mr. Modi remained silent
on divulging any timeline.
“When Modi makes a pro-
mise, he fulfils it. Every
time has its right time.
Right things will take place
at the right time,” he said.

Amid freezing condi-
tions, Mr. Modi inaugurated
the state-of-the-art 6.5-kilo-
metre-long tunnel built at a
cost of 32,700 crore. The

Grand launch: Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the
inauguration of a key tunnel in J&K on Monday. IMRAN NISSAR

tunnel has made tourist
hotspot Sonamarg a round-
the-year destination.

Referring to the militant
attack of October 20, 2024
that left seven workers
dead at the construction
site, Mr. Modi said, “I salute
the dedication of workers
who braved harsh weather
conditions and even risked
their lives to complete this
project. Seven workers also
laid down their lives but the
incident did not deter us
from our pledge. No worker
returned home.”

Mr. Modi said the Z-Morh
tunnel and the upcoming

Zojila tunnel, connecting
Kashmir with Ladakh, will
ease the lives of the people
in Kargil and Leh. “During
snowfall, avalanches and
landslides, the road would
get closed, hospitals cut-off
and essentials difficult to
access. However, life will
become easy now for locals
living here. We started
work on the tunnel in 2015
and it’s satisfying to inaugu-
rate it. The tunnel will give
new wings to tourism in So-
namarg,” he said.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12

PM Opens Z-Morh Tunnel
in J&K; Silent on
Statehood

TUAHA F FFA-FRAR A
F-ARE G FT 3HTET
fFaT, =T &1 ST SgTe
A I godl

e  Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated the strategic Z-Morh tunnel
in the Sonamarg area of Ganderbal on
Monday but did hot commit to a timeline
for the restoration of Statehood to
Jammu and Kashmir.

YHTAAAT 5ig ALY o] AIHATR o IeIael
F WA & F wielifas J-ARg gL
AT FT GAT TgIl I hI FHAI-GIAT

W TS el el

e He emphasized that the new
network of roads and railway lines has
bridged the distance between Jammu
and Kashmir and New Delhi.

3ogiel el b gsal 3 {ed amgat &1

TAIT Aeah STF-HAR IR 7§ feeh & g Frgd N F7 T @ 8

e Inresponse to Chief Minister Omar Abdullah’s speech, where he raised the
Statehood demand, Mr. Modi did not reveal any timeline for it.

HEIHA AT Hoqedl & AT HT Gl SgTel el T AL dled V0T & STare &, AN
g W P GAI-WAT TG TS|

e Mr. Modi said, “When Modi makes a promise, he fulfills it. Every time has its right
time. The right things will take place at the right time.”

A & gT, ‘ST A IS ATET F 5, dl T8 30 QU A 81 W FH F v wd w747
gar g1 9 A 39 W §H 9} gelr)”

o Despite freezing conditions, Mr. Modi inaugurated the state-of-the-art 6.5 km-long
tunnel built at a cost of ¥2,700 crore, making Sonamarg a year-round tourist
destination.
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F31 HT 33 & Fraclg, A A T2,700 F(3 Y ARTT & =it 6.5 Frell et srcameyfas

I HT 3eHres T, Torad Waast Uk WIas Gl @A arell Gded T 5o I &

o Referring to the militant attack of October 20, 2024, in which seven workers were
killed at the construction site, Mr. Modi saluted the dedication of workers who risked
their lives to complete the project.

20 3Fea 2024ﬁf?mﬁwmwgvan?ﬁﬁrm,%mﬁmwmma},a:r
fSrsh Y gU A 37 AT A FAYOT TGt 1 el foham, gl 580 qRASTT
I QU F & TAT 37060 ST Nf@F 7 s1el|

e Mr. Modi said that the Z-Morh tunnel and the upcoming Zojila tunnel, connecting
Kashmir with Ladakh, will ease the lives of people in Kargil and Leh.

A 7 Fgr & F-ARE T 3R It e G, ST FAR F dggr@ & s,
FRIOT 3R AgF AT A i 3rae garwet)

e He highlighted that snowfall, avalanches, and landslides used to close roads, cutting
off hospitals and essential services, but now the locals’ lives will improve.

3egisl Idr & ggel ahar, RAewae, AR @ & FRUTHSEH g8 S o,
ST 3rEqdrer 3R 3maeg® YaW a1fSaT gt i, dfereT 379 TR et i Sigaht dga’
grafr|

¢ Work on the Z-Morh tunnel began in 2015, and Mr. Modi expressed satisfaction at
inaugurating it, saying it will give new wings to tourism in Sonamarg.

F-ARE T TR FH 2015 F YE EIHT AT| AT A SHHAT ICUCA Il §T FAT STarar
3R Fer F T8 ATt F gdeT F A I3 S|
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15 Kanniyakumari
fishermen detained
near Diego Garcia

IGS Paper I: Geography
1GS Paper Ii:

Indian-Britain

Fifteen fishermen who had
ventured into the sea from
the Thengapattinam fish-
ing harbour in Kanniyaku-
mari district were report-
edly detained near the
Diego Garcia island, part of
the British Indian Ocean
Territory (BIOT), on Janu-
ary 9, for allegedly crossing
the maritime boundary.

Sources said eight of the
fishermen were from
Thoothoor in Kanniyaku-
mari, while the remaining
were from other parts of
the country.

They would usually go
deep-sea fishing and re-
turn to the shore only after
along haul.

The fishermen had put
out to sea on December 29,
2024, from Thengapatti-
nam on a mechanised boat
owned by J. Paul Surgen of
Thoothoor.

The fishermen had put out to
sea on December 29 from
the Thengapattinam harbour
on a mechanised boat.

The news of the deten-
tion left the families of the
fishermen in a state of
shock. They urged the dis-
trict administration to in-
tervene and secure the
fishermen’s release.

A Fisheries Department
official said more details of
the detained fishermen
could be disclosed only
when a formal communi-
cation was received from
the department.
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15Kanniyakumari Fishermen Detained near
Diego Garcia

fSwet fdem & 15 Feaga & ARt
a RUwa & foar =

o Fifteen fishermen who had ventured into the sea from
Thengapattinam fishing harbour in Kanniyakumari district were
reportedly detained near the Diego Garcia island, part of the British
Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT), on January 9, 2025, for allegedly
crossing the maritime boundary.

FeaIHANT TSl & Famafasd AGed gwga & detane & g 7 90
15 AGIHR 1 HAT T F FHA AT IR A & HRNT H 9 Fefady
2025 & fSwa afdar gda & o, S fafeer $f3aer snfrrer eRed

(BIOT) &1 foeam &, e & forr aram)

e Sources said eight fishermen were from Thoothoor in
Kanniyakumari, while the remaining were from other parts of the
country.

AT o IR o 3TH W AS APAN FAAHAN F I A €, SIafh
gt 3T fRedt ¥ &

¢ They would usually go deep-sea fishing and return to the shore

only after a long haul.
d HHAAR WA g H AB 9H8a o § AR T FAF qMg dC W oted g

The fishermen had put out to sea on December 29, 2024, from Thengapattinam on a
mechanised boat owned by J. Paul Surgen of Thoothoor.

AP 29 fewaw 2024 =1 amuferarsr & FfF 1@ W G H 0 I, S Y F A oI
Lot & F@TAC H B

The news of the detention left the families of the fishermen in a state of shock.
7R A RIWT F o 7 37 TRErt 1 At =)

They urged the district administration to intervene and secure the fishermen’s

release.

3egiel Trell JermHeT & gaalT F31 3N AGARY A Ner$ gARud o & e $|
A Fisheries Department official said more details of the detained fishermen could be
disclosed only when a formal communication was received from the department.

a7 emr & v ARFA S FEr & Rvwa # R 9 agamt & 3@ s
el & S Hercll § oI fasmer @ sitw=ReE gaem ured gl
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‘Displeasing’ names of
11 villages changed by
M.P. CM in Shajapur

IGS Paper II: Polity

The Hindu Bureau
BHOPAL

Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Mohan Yadav has an-
nounced name change of 11
villages in Shajapur district
of the State.

The move comes just
days after he changed the
names of three villages in
his home district of Ujjain.

At an event in Shajapur’s
Kalapipal tehsil on Sunday,
Mr. Yadav changed names
of villages: Mohammadpur
Machhanai to Mohanpur;
Dhabla Hussainpur to Dha-
bla Ram; Mohammadpur
Pawadiya to Rampur Pawa-
diya; Khajuri Alahdad to
Khajuri Ram; Hajipur to Hi-
rapur; Nipaniya Hisamud-
din to Nipaniya Dev; Reech-
di Muradabad to Ritchdi;

¢ T # o7 Heel 1 g wEI"

@)
@)
@)

O

Khalilpur to Rampur; Ghat-
ti Mukhtiyarpur to Ghatti;
Unchhod to Unchavad;
Sheikhpur  Bongi to
Avadhpuri.

“When people raised
concerns that certain
names were displeasing, I
felt it was my responsibility
to address them. If there’s
no Mohammad in Moham-
madpur Machhanai, then
why retain such a name? If
there are Muslim residents,
they can keep their names.
But if not, the names will
be changed,” Mr. Yadav
said at the event.

Earlier on January 5,
names of villages Maulana,
Jahangirpur, and Gajnikhe-
di in Ujjain district were
changed to Vikram Nagar,
Jagdishpur, and Chamunda
Mata, respectively.

Khalilpur to Rampur;
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‘Displeasing’ Names of 11 Villages
Changed by M.P. CM in Shajapur

M.P. HEIHN o AT & 11 aral
& ‘AT ATH ol T T fomam

e Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
has announced the name change of 11 villages in
Shajapur district of the state.

ALY WRU F HEIAN Algel Igd o Tod & AR
forer 31 11 a1t & AT Seel F o TR

e The move comes just days after he changed the
names of three villages in his home district of Ujjain.

Ig HeH oot fd H 3791 geTa} & cller et & AT

Seod & Fo fod a1g s/ |
e Atan event in Shajapur’s Kalapipal tehsil on
Sunday, Mr. Yadav changed the names of villages:

IER T AR & Ferdarer dgdie 7 Th HRIEA
% e, o Ieg & nat & AT g

o Mohammadpur Machhanai to Mohanpur;
Dhabla Hussainpur to Dhabla Ram;
Mohammadpur Pawadiya to Rampur Pawadiya,
Khajuri Alahdad to Khajuri Ram;

Hajipur to Hirapur;

Nipaniya Hisamuddin to Nipaniya Dev;

Reechdi Muradabad to Ritchdi;

O O O O O O

Ghatti Mukhtiyarpur to Ghatti;

Unchhod to Unchavad:;

Sheikhpur Bongi to Avadhpuri.
e« When people raised concerns that certain names were displeasing, Mr. Yadav said, "l
felt it was my responsibility to address them."

ST Sl & Fo AT BT adqrT, A A A Fel, "HH o9 6 Tg AN S

o "If there’s no Mohammad in Mohammadpur Machhanai, then why retain such a name?
If there are Muslim residents, they can keep their names. But if not, the names will be
changed," Mr. Yadav added.

"I AGHCYY ATSTAG H ANGAC el ¢, A1 THT ATH FIT I@T SAT? 3R gl AReH
frarft 8, aF 3 39e 1\ @ Fhd §1 A 3R FET §, A A see u Smea, s
gqed = &gl
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e Earlier on January 5, 2025, names of villages Maulana, Jahangirpur, and Gajnikhedi
in Ujjain district were changed to Vikram Nagar, Jagdishpur, and Chamunda Mata,
respectively.

UEel 5 At 2025 HI Footer foret & Iral Hiemar, SR, 3R waf@s & A3 geey
fashar 9, STdiergY, AR wET AT @ A A
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Russia ships reactor vessel
to Kudankulam sixth unit

The 320-tonne equipment was made at the plant of Atommash, the mechanical engineering

division of Rosatom State Corporation; four steam generators for the unit to be shipped this year

|GS Paper Energy |
P. Sudhakar
TIRUNELVELI

he VVER 1,000-

MWe reactor vessel

for the sixth unit of
the Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Project (KKNPP) is
being transported to the
construction site in Tiru-
nelveli district. The 320-
tonne equipment was
made at the plant of Atom-
mash, the mechanical en-
gineering division of Rosa-
tom State Corporation,
and shipped on the eve of
2025. A set of four steam
generators for the sixth un-
it will be shipped this year.

Special transport

Before shipping the vessel,
the equipment was deli-
vered by special motor
transport to the Atommash

) o
Currently, four VWER 1,000-MWe
reactors are being built at the
KKNPP site. FILE PHOTO

plant’s pier, where it was
loaded onto a river vessel
bound for the Novorossi-
ysk seaport.

The reactor vessel was
then placed in the hold of
the ship for the 6,000-mile
(9,656-km) journey to
India.

Currently, four VVER
1,000-MWe reactors are
being built at the KKNPP

site according to a Russian
design. Two units with a si-
milar capacity have been
generating power since
2013 and 2016 respectively.
The station is being de-
signed, constructed, and
supplied with the equip-
ment subdivisions of Rosa-
tom’s engineering division.
Rosatom supplies fuel to
the KKNPP units through-
out their life cycle.

The VVER 1,000-MWe
reactors have been proving
their reliability and effi-
ciency for decades. Their
operation in Russia and
abroad has exceeded
2,000 reactor years. Instal-
lations of this type have the
potential for long-term
use. In particular, reactor
installations of this type
can form the basis of nu-
clear power  plants

planned to be built in the
Far East, according to an
official statement.

“Despite the confident
position we have achieved
in the nuclear world, we
are not standing still. We
are developing and making
our work more perfect
both in terms of equip-
ment design, ensuring an
unprecedented level of sa-
fety, and in terms of the
economic efficiency of our
products. We are currently
developing a reactor instal-
lation for a nuclear power
plant with increased ca-
pacity, more modern oper-
ational properties, and im-
proved technical and
economic indicators for
use in Russia and abroad,”
says OKB Gidropress gen-
eral designer Valery Kryz-
hanovsky.

Russia Ships Reactor Vessel to Kudankulam Sixth Unit

TH o FaaAdad TS §h5 & faT RuFer aqer da

The VVER 1,000-MWe reactor vessel for the sixth unit of the
Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project (KKNPP) is being transported to
the construction site in Tirunelveli district.

FeAPhed gFad X eiFe (KKNPP) #r & 3918 & faT VVER
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1,000-MWe Ruaet 38 RATAadel ok A AT ¥ W AT 71 @7
gl

e The 320-tonne equipment was made at the plant of Atommash, the mechanical
engineering division of Rosatom State Corporation, and shipped on the eve of 2025.

320 & FT 3YHIOT NWEH T A F IifFe sohfaaier Bdew vetaanr & gax

# Sorar a7 A7 3R 2025 H qF FEAT W AT =47
e A setof four steam generators for the sixth unit will be shipped this year.
B FHE & T IR TEH AR 3T a¥ HAa 0|

o Before shipping, the equipment was delivered by special motor transport to the
Atommash plant’s pier, where it was loaded onto a river vessel bound for the
Novorossiysk seaport.

RIfter & ggel, 3UH0T &I AT Alex yRagst canT verAAmr 899 & Raw W fam

AT, ST SH AGREHITTF TeME F AT FTeY arell 16y STgls & s fawar arm

e The reactor vessel was then placed in the hold of the ship for the 6,000-mile (9,656-km)
journey to India.

3H% §1¢ RUFT dTA Pl S8TST & dg@lel & IWT AT IR HRT ST 3R 6,000 Hrer

(9,656 faalY) hr T E dr S|
e Currently, four VVER 1,000-MWe reactors are being built at the KKNPP site according
to a Russian design.

goA #, KKNPP ¥l ©X IR VVER 1,000-MWe Ruaet v wft fBeimser & 3ear

T ST I g

e Two units with a similar capacity have been generating power since 2013 and 2016,
respectively.
2013 31X 2016 & HHTT &THAAT aTel &1 sHsAT fagTd 3curest X W &

e The station is being designed, constructed, and supplied with equipment by subdivisions
of Rosatom’s engineering division.

U T FH QAR F FhfaaRer Bdea & 3u@st garr g, Aawr ik
3N AT ML I ST @G

e Rosatom supplies fuel to the KKNPP units throughout their life cycle.
JETETH KKNPP SHISAT HT 37 Slias T3 & SRl $81 ATYfd X ¢

e The VVER 1,000-MWe reactors have been proving their reliability and efficiency for
decades.

VVER 1,000-MWe Ru#ex g2rehl & 3191 faeadeiiadr AR garar arffad &< | &1
e Their operation in Russia and abroad has exceeded 2,000 reactor years.

Sefen! FelTolel & 3R faae # 2,000 Ruaex ast @ 3w g e Bl
e Installations of this type have the potential for long-term use.

3 YR T TEATGAT3IT 7 refepifares 3uaier i eraar g

e Reactor installations of this type can form the basis of nuclear power plants planned to
be built in the Far East, according to an official statement.
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30 hR & Ruaey SEelere ¥ 9@ H Folel drel #qfFedy IaT CAieH &l TR Jef
Hha &, o1 & e 3nReiRe sa= & wgr B

e "Despite the confident position we have achieved in the nuclear world, we are not
standing still. We are developing and making our work more perfect both in terms of
equipment design, ensuring an unprecedented level of safety, and in terms of the

economic efficiency of our products.” says OKB Gidropress general designer Valery
Kryzhanovsky.

"greilieh g wqfFeray giarar & wuwd Rufa & €, ga1 & w1t @® €1 g7 39 FE H
AR & gRYOT 711 @ €, aleil Suaor Bemsa & det A, sefadr geaT '
gRAfRad Fter 7 3R anflie qarar & west 7 F5d § OKB e & arey fBemse
0 P
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Puri Shankaracharya
demands ‘national
status for Gangasagar

IPCs |

Shiv Sahay Singh
SAGAR (WEST BENGAL)

Wading into political wa-
ters, Puri’s Shankara-
charya Swami Nischala-
nanda Saraswati, who
visited the Gangasagar Me-
la on Monday, said the Un-
ion government will only
grant ‘national’ status to
the gathering on Sagar Is-
land once the BJP comes to
power in West Bengal.

Responding to ques-
tions on Gangasagar, the
seer took to sarcasm and
indicated that there are
two ways that it can get ‘na-
tional’ status: either the pe-
ople of West Bengal elect a
BJP government or they
declare it a ‘national mela’
by themselves.

“What can be more sig-
nificant than a place where
the Ganga meets the sea? I
have been coming here for
30 years. In no way the sig-
nificance of the mela is less
than any national mela,”
the Shankaracharya said,
referring to the Maha
Kumbh at Prayagraj.

He also added that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi should be more ac-
commodating and adopt a
softer approach towards
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.

Modi and Mamata

“Modi does not have ma-
mata  (compassion/sym-
pathy) towards Mamata,”
the Shankaracharya said
when asked about the
Centre not taking up mea-
sures to control erosion in
Gangasagar and not coop-
erating in the construction
of a bridge over the Muri-
ganga river connecting the

Puri’s Shankaracharya Swami
Nischalananda Saraswati.

island with the mainland.

The Trinamool Con-
gress government has been
demanding ‘national mela’
status for Gangasagar and
Ms. Banerjee had also writ-
ten a letter to the Prime Mi-
nister in January 2024 de-
manding the  status
emphasising on unique-
ness, significance, magni-
tude and spiritual signifi-
cance of the Gangasagar
Mela.

The State government
has also announced con-
struction of a ¥1,500-crore
bridge connecting the is-
land with the mainland,
something they have been
demanding Central assis-
tance for. “The Centre
gives thousands of crores
of rupees for Kumbh Mela.
The Centre does not give
any money for Gangasagar
Mela. They do not even
look at Gangasagar. All the
arrangements at Gangasa-
gar are made by us,” the
CM had said on January 6.

The Shankaracharya of
Puri, who had last year
skipped the consecration
ceremony of Ram Temple
in Ayodhya, emphasised
the religious significance of
Ayodhya but said that the
temple was inaugurated by
Mr. Modi for political gains.
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Puri Shankaracharya demands ‘national’
status for Gangasagar

ql AFTE A IEMEER HY UG Gl a3 AT
AT FY

. Puri’s Shankaracharya Swami Nischalananda Saraswati
visited the Gangasagar Mela on Monday and demanded the Union
government grant ‘national’ status to the gathering on Sagar Island.

T & AFE T fAeTdre SEadl d @HEIR B IEER. AT A
el foram 3R Fg TER & GPR gdiY W 5§ AR S TS gt
&t a1 FwT

. He said the BJP will have to come to power in West Bengal for
the gathering to receive national status.

3c6iel el Toh 3H THIH Sl AT gl [Hclel oh TolT GRGH FImel H
AT.ST.UT. T AT & 37T gam|

o The seer sarcastically suggested two ways for the status: either
elect a BJP government in West Bengal or declare it a ‘national mela’
by themselves.

Qﬁmﬂﬁﬁrmaﬂﬁ@mﬁ;sﬁaﬁ$mam—ﬁﬁ:mﬁ
qfRad SIS & HLSGL 6T TBR Yol S, AT J Ge 39 U Adr
CUEGEERY

. He emphasized the significance of Gangasagar, stating, “What
can be more significant than a place where the Ganga meets the sea?”

3oglel IMARR & FHged T YWMhd I §U Fel, "I R TR &
free & sffs Agcaqet F4r @ wFar g2
. The Shankaracharya referred to his 30 years of visits to the

Gangasagar Mela and said its significance is equal to that of the Maha
Kumbh in Prayagraj.

AFTary o FMEER AT H 3791 30 as & AT IHeyoHd 1 sk femar
3R FgT o SHSH Fecd TANRIS & HEHH & S &

He also called for Prime Minister Narendra Modi to adopt a softer approach towards
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee.

ﬁﬁmmmﬁqﬁaﬂmﬁgmﬁﬁmaﬁsﬁ%ﬁwaﬁw
39T FT 3rdreT Fr

In response to the Centre’s lack of action on erosion in Gangasagar and the bridge
over Muriganga river, the Shankaracharya claimed that Modi does not have
‘mamata’ (compassion) towards Mamata Banerjee.
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MATEER # Ferg AR FITT 768 R g AT F Fg G@rT 7 7§ F§ FRAS A g
W ARTAT  Fgl foh A F 91T AAAT (FI0) T80 2

o The Trinamool Congress government has been demanding ‘national mela’ status for
Gangasagar, and Mamata Banerjee wrote a letter to the Prime Minister in January

2024, emphasizing the uniqueness, significance, magnitude, and spiritual
importance of the Mela.

qUIA FAW WHR INMARR & T T Faw gt & AT & @ 8, 3R AwAar
qTelt o STl 2024 H G 1 T 97 o, foraed Aern @ fafdrsean, #ges,
faremreran, 3R smeafors Ageaqoiar ) SR e

e The State government has announced the construction of a ¥1,500-crore bridge
connecting Gangasagar with the mainland, for which they have demanded Central
assistance.

T THR & AMARER HT AEAA F s & T 21,500-F03 1 91T & ol
forToT T swor & 8, e ToT 3egicl FET TEraT 1 AT A g

e Mamata Banerjee criticized the Centre’s approach, saying it allocates thousands of
crores for the Kumbh Mela but provides no funds for Gangasagar Mela.

maﬁﬁ#?wﬁaﬁmmﬁgm%x@ﬁm%ﬁwmm
T AT §, Afhed IMERR AT F T F$ a0y 787 2an|
e The Shankaracharya, who had skipped the Ram Temple consecration ceremony in

Ayodhya, emphasized the religious significance of the temple but claimed its
inauguration by Modi was for political gains.

T #fERY ufaser waRIE A st REar o arel A o AT & enfdew
A T YWiTehd T, oifehet g grar fham o AT garT SHeT 3gHTes Tsialiae arer
& foT |
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Pilgrims throng Sabarimala temple
to witness Makaravilakku today

IGS Paper I: A&C

The Hindu bureau
PATHANAMTHITTA

The Travancore Devas-
wom Board (TDB) antici-
pates around 1.5 lakh pil-
grims at the Sannidhanam
for the Makaravilakku fes-
tival on Tuesday.

TDB president P.S.
Prashanth said a final re-
view of the arrangements
for devotees was conduct-
ed on Monday.

Cap on bookings
He said only 40,000 pil-
grims would be allowed ac-
cess to the hillock via the
virtual queue system while
spot bookings had been
capped at 1,000.

The movement of Kerala

For a holy glimpse: Pilgrims gather at the Sabarimala temple on
Monday ahead of the Makaravilakku festival. LEJU KAMAL

State Road Transport Cor-
poration (KSRTC) buses
from Nilackal to Pampa
would be regulated start-
ing 10 a.m. on Tuesday. En-
try to the Sannidhanam

from Pampa would be pro-
hibited after noon to allow
the Thiruvabharanam (dei-
ty’s jewellery) procession.
Pilgrims arriving at Nilack-
al will be permitted to pro-

ceed to Pampa only after 6
a.m. on January 15. To facil-
itate the return journey af-
ter Makaravilakku, 800
KSRTC buses had been ar-
ranged. Of these, 150
would operate shuttle ser-
vices between Pampa and
Nilackal.

The Thiruvabharanam
procession from the Pan-
dalam Palace will receive a
ceremonial welcome at Sa-
ramkuthi before proceed-
ing to the Sannidhanam.

The reception at the
Sannidhanam will be led
by Devaswom Minister
V.N. Vasavan and Tamil Na-
du Minister for Hindu Reli-
gious and Charitable En-
dowments P.K. Sekar
Babu.

Pilgrims throng Sabarimala temple to witness Makaravilakku

today

31T AFAerFR HT el g & AT squre wedaAren AT F

3H3

*

e The Travancore Devaswom Board (TDB) anticipates around 1.5 lakh pilgrims at the
Sannidhanam for the Makaravilakku festival on Tuesday.

AEUIHR SaEdid SIS (TDB) & HITGAR i AFI(AcTad HelcHd & ToIU Hfeererters
ST 1.5 AT AT T 3FAE SIS &

e TDB president P.S. Prashanth said a final review of the arrangements for devotees was
conducted on Monday.

TDB & 37EqeT P.S. Wl & &gl foh Aurel3it & U egaean3it & ifas gaar
WHAGR & HT 715 AT

e He said only 40,000 pilgrims would be allowed access to the hillock via the virtual
queue system, while spot bookings had been capped at 1,000.

3glet gl Toh shael 40,000 HEHTIHT T aYH F RATeH & ALIH § UGS oh
qgTe T AT g1, STafeh Fufe gfhaT 1 1,000 Foh AT fovar rar g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e The movement of Kerala State Road Transport Corporation (KSRTC) buses from
Nilackal to Pampa would be regulated starting 10 a.m. on Tuesday.

T U s IRageT A (KSRTC) T sAT Fr IATSET AdeFwd T 99T doh
AIAGR FT 10 got § AT Fr e

e Entry to the Sannidhanam from Pampa would be prohibited after noon to allow the
Thiruvabharanam (deity’s jewellery) procession.

99T ¥ WieTHTH 7 9T & 91 YA Tias g @I drfeh RASIROTA (Sadr i
3TeINOT) AT AT AT Al Th|

e Pilgrims arriving at Nilackal will be permitted to proceed to Pampa only after 6 a.m. on

January 15.
forereher qgae dTel SEHTCI3HT Y 15 FeTadl HY 6 T & TG & I S v 31efAf
grafr|

e To facilitate the return journey after Makaravilakku, 800 KSRTC buses had been
arranged. Of these, 150 would operate shuttle services between Pampa and Nilackal.

HFfAeaR & oG arqd YT ! FIAeTelelsh dollad & foIT 800 KSRTC F4T T S
forar I ar| s @ 150 9 quT 3R Aeedd F ST qed JAU T

e The Thiruvabharanam procession from the Pandalam Palace will receive a ceremonial
welcome at Saramkuthi before proceeding to the Sannidhanam.

Usad 4T & RATIHROTT I=T I GRAFA A T e TR 9Ied g1, 38 de T§
gfearsd & fov Sy el

e The reception at the Sannidhanam will be led by Devaswom Minister V.N. Vasavan
and Tamil Nadu Minister for Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments P.K.
Sekar Babu.

HfeAUTaTd # THTd HARIE HT aijcd qaward &N V.N. arae 3R afdeag & g
aTfdF 3R AT Awal & #@E PK. AR g R
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The Trump card, global politics and outcomes for India

GS Paper Il: Global

Political Order i Trump? Dissecting
the psychology of the next U.S.
President is a popular pastime.
His bold, disinhibited speaking
style, his outspokenness, his focus on
deal-making, his real estate background that
defines his coercive leadership and politics, cast
him very differently from his predecessors. He is
a polarising figure, wading constantly into
controversy, stubbornly resilient, a master of
populist rhetoric, presenting himself as the voice
of the “common people” arraigned against an
out-of-touch political establishment.

It’s ‘America first’

‘What is Mr. Trump’s approach to the “rules-based
international order”? We know from his first
Presidency, that he expounds an “America First”
doctrine. He debunks multilateralism in global
politics, and he trashes international agreements
that he believes do not favour the United States.
He prefers bilateral agreements over multilateral
ones: witness his approach to the Paris Climate
Agreement (from which he withdrew and is likely
to withdraw again) and to trade agreements such
as the Trans-Pacific Partnership. He is dismissive
of international institutions like the United
Nations and regional bodies such as the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, saying that these
disproportionately benefit other nations at the
expense of the U.S. To the delight of his acolytes,
he places American sovereignty over global
governance.

In the Trumpian worldview, strategy revolves
around the bully pulpit, strong personal
branding, a willingness to take risks,
unconventional deal-making, winner-take-all in
place of win-win. Practical outcomes rather than
theoretical constructs are emphasised.

Donald Trump’s transactionalism is legend. His
MAGA (“Make America Great Again”) policy will
have implications influencing global geopolitics.
This will entail a rise of protectionism in global
trade (free trade is an anachronism in this
scheme of things), escalating tariffs and trade
wars and increased economic uncertainty.
Intensified competition with China where Beijing
is clearly framed as an economic and ideological
adversary will affect global stability, particularly
in the Indo-Pacific.

Mr. Trump’s scepticism about global
institutions will inspire adventurism in global
politics and nationalisms that override
international law. Polarisation in global politics
will be increasingly in evidence, and debates on

Nirupama Rao

a former Foreign
Secretary and
Ambassador of India

The world is in
for ‘interesting’
and tumultuous
times with the
Trumpian
worldview to
take effect soon

free trade, immigration and globalisation will
become increasingly fractious. Climate policy and
action will be downgraded. Instability in global
markets will affect nations, whether developed or
developing, across the board. The world is in for
‘interesting’ and tumultuous times.

American isolationism under MAGA (since Mr.
Trump has clearly signalled opposition to U.S.
direct involvement in external conflict), can
encourage powers such as China and Russia
already united in their opposition to the U.S.s
power and influence, to expand their global
footprint, using both economic and military
means. MAGA could be synonymous with
disruption beyond American shores and power
realignments.

Ties with India, the line for New Delhi

The strategic outlook for India-U.S. relations
under a second Trump Presidency is mixed.
Relations between the two countries have
witnessed a steady evolution and multi-faceted
growth over the last two decades across partisan
divides. That trend is expected to continue
especially since Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Mr. Trump have a warm friendship. India has
stressed constructive engagement with the U.S. as
a key strategic partner. India’s growing
geopolitical clout and a mutual interest with the
U.S. in countering China (particularly because of
the over-assertive Chinese military posture and
transgressions across the Line of Actual Control)
provide a strong impetus for a growing strategic
partnership. India-U.S. defence cooperation will
continue to strengthen together with
partnerships in critical technologies (provided
the new administration does not use export
controls as pressure points) and business. Trade
frictions could, however, be a complicating
factor.

The countering of Chinese influence in the
region by the incoming U.S. administration
suggests that groupings such as the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue (the Quad or the U.S., Australia,
India, and Japan), where India is an important
constituent, will be strengthened. The
maintenance of the balance of power in the
Indo-Pacific requires the continued involvement
of the U.S., even though India is cautious about
an over-reliance on America and seeks to ensure
its very own strategic autonomy. India’s
Indo-Pacific vision stresses regional cooperation,
multilateralism and multipolarity.

India would do well to continue to emphasise
its own strategic priorities, as shaped by history,

geopolitics, national security, its economic
interests and civilisational identity. Its border
security, a strong defence posture, military
modernisation, intensified counterterrorism
efforts through strengthened intelligence,
anti-radicalisation, and a continued focus on
fighting cross-border terrorism, remain of central
concern.

The compulsion of economic growth is central
to its strategic outlook. India’s energy security,
diversification of energy sources, building
renewable energy and the maintenance of stable
relationships with key energy suppliers are vital.
Peace and stability in South Asia are important,
as also vigilance about containing and
neutralising destabilising influences in the region,
particularly from China and Pakistan. Security of
the Indo-Pacific as a key maritime and economic
passageway is a strategic priority. India’s
partnerships with Japan, Australia, with the
European Union and with The Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) countries, apart
from the U.S. are essential to the balancing of
China’s rise, to ensure India’s access to key
technologies, to defence preparedness, and for its
trade and economic development.

Key for its strategic future are its digital
transformation, space exploration, artificial
intelligence, cybersecurity for its digital
infrastructure and building resilience against
cyber threats from hostile nations and non-state
actors. India’s priorities should incorporate a
deployment of soft power in an emphasis on
democratic and constitutional values, pluralism,
humanitarian engagement and diaspora
outreach. The relationship with Russia must
continue to be in focus because of the complex
and diversified nature of India’s strategic
partership with that country, and because of the
counterweight it provides to the growing
Sino-Russian alignment in Eurasia and the
Indo-Pacific.

On Trump again

The reality of the second Trump Presidency, and
Mr. Trump’s victory in the elections, indicate that
established patterns of history and geopolitics
that served as guides to the future may no longer
apply as the positioning system for a global order
that will instead be disruptive, polarised and
unstable. Global politics, all said, may never be
the same. As the American analyst, [an Bremmer,
recently noted, a G-Zero world has arrived, and
the law of the jungle may provide the new global
playbook.

Trump card, global politics and outcomes for India

eFq F18, dftge ToEifa 3R sRa & faw aRome

Who is Donald Trump? Dissecting the psychology of the next U.S.
President is a popular pastime.
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SeiTes TFT ST §2 3eTaT IARAT Tsgufa et Hr AATATAT F7
faedwor v dSRT e 1

His bold, disinhibited speaking style, his outspokenness, his focus on deal-making, his
real estate background that defines his coercive leadership and politics, cast him very
differently from his predecessors.

3eThT HIEET, Goleht atetel sl Aell, 3eTcht Tseariedr, FleaTslt R e Shied #La, AR
Raer veee goaf@ S 3o qamaqul Aqed iR Te=Ad A aRANT Hell &, 306
3ok qaafdal & Sgd el FeAC &

He is a polarising figure, wading constantly into controversy, stubbornly resilient, a
master of populist rhetoric, presenting himself as the voice of the “common people”
arraigned against an out-of-touch political establishment.

AT AT F AR §, AR Ge H WA A H A F w9 F 9 I 8
S T JgATad Teleiifaen caaedr & &ah @3 gl

It’s ‘America first’

I8 § AN B

What is Mr. Trump’s approach to the “rules-based international order’? We know from
his first Presidency, that he expounds an “America First” doctrine.

At TFT FT "ATH-ITIRA ARSI 3L & Ui TTSehIor T §2 §H 3o7h! Ugell
Tsgufa 9gdl @ Seid & foh ag "IARET ggd eurd &1 =9R ad gl

He debunks multilateralism in global politics, and he trashes international agreements
that he believes do not favour the United States.

I dfRash TSI H TEUSTATE T ABR &, AR 37 HIRTST FHASAAT T WS
A 8, oI a8 AT & T 3 @gFa T 3ARFT & veT & 77 ¢
He prefers bilateral agreements over multilateral ones: witness his approach to the

Paris Climate Agreement (from which he withdrew and is likely to withdraw again) and
to trade agreements such as the Trans-Pacific Partnership.

g Fguehd Fagiial A Jora A gfaveiia @@l F1 qrafAedr &9 & 3 & fae
IR sreEry gasita & 9fa 3qer gfSeaior (Gad a8 o 8 o ¥ 3R e & any
gl AT THIGT §) IR AR gFEsiar o ga-ifafhe adariR

He is dismissive of international institutions like the United Nations and regional bodies
such as the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, saying that these disproportionately
benefit other nations at the expense of the U.S.

IE BT TSE S FARASET FEATHT 3R AT sreenifes & s o0 &
@Rl # FERT €, Fod § 5 T 30T ot H wgEa Us AR F w9 W
AT T § o ggArd &
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o To the delight of his acolytes, he places American sovereignty over global governance.

39e TRt i gt & fAv, g dfRaw are o IAREY Fwsgar A grufRendr &
gl

¢ In the Trumpian worldview, strategy revolves around the bully pulpit, strong personal
branding, a willingness to take risks, unconventional deal-making, winner-take-all in
place of win-win.

<fget efSeehior #, W 4 9 J, AT cafddard sifse, STEH o &
STOT, AT HicaTsl, 3 Shda & ooy "SfHast arar a0 F6 o a1ar ¢ & Beuia
9T TR gl gl

o Practical outcomes rather than theoretical constructs are emphasised.
Heuifde AT HT o saragRe aRomAl @ SR fgar S &

e Donald Trump’s transactionalism is legend. His MAGA (“Make America Great Again”)
policy will have implications influencing global geopolitics.

Siles TFT Hl ded-aaAdig ITHeY &l 3e7ehl MAGA (“Make America Great Again”) siifd
& dRFw HSTATT W eI gial |

e This will entail a rise of protectionism in global trade (free trade is an anachronism in

this scheme of things), escalating tariffs and trade wars and increased economic
uncertainty.

SHY dRge SN #H WIETUTAIG T 3HN BN (Fd SATIR 38 Alolell H Teh ol
faar §), 2RE 3R =qaR gewit @1 Fear, AR Fedr e sfafRaaar)

o Intensified competition with China where Beijing is clearly framed as an economic and
ideological adversary will affect global stability, particularly in the Indo-Pacific.

et & |1 g gfaeqs’, stgi fifsr A Tose &9 @ v e 3R die gfdeded
& & F 9 fRar 7 g, dRaw BRar #r yanfaa el (&0 & g2)-4fafre A

e Mr. Trump’s scepticism about global institutions will inspire adventurism in global
politics and nationalisms that override international law.

o ¢Fq F1 dRgs TEABT & U dcg dRRaew Te=Ifa # Argflsdr 31 Isransit ar
URA WM ST HARSET Flefel I FToR3TETST Al

o Polarisation in global politics will be increasingly in evidence, and debates on free trade,
immigration and globalisation will become increasingly fractious.

aRge Totelfc A Yeliehor Tuse &9 & few@rg <am, 3R HFd AR, 3raetel AR
edfletor I Tgd 310F faereae g srest
o Climate policy and action will be downgraded.

ey Afd AR Bharael 1 AR fhar smeam|

¢ Instability in global markets will affect nations, whether developed or developing, across
the board.

dRge ToIRT # rfeYRar @l i & ganfad &, I 3 Refa el ar e
e The world is in for ‘interesting’ and tumultuous times.

g que 3R IUS-qUS N TFT F AT RN
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e American isolationism under MAGA (since Mr. Trump has clearly signalled opposition
to U.S. direct involvement in external conflict), can encourage powers such as China
and Russia already united in their opposition to the U.S.’s power and influence, to
expand their global footprint, using both economic and military means.

MAGA & dgd AR reenaarg (Fif 4 gog o TS 9 F 3ARET & a8dr
Fost 7§ gcgst dnliely & @ome dahd fGar ), @ 3R w7 9 afeadt & dearfed
Y Fehell 8, ST T8l @ 8 AR T AfFT 3R 9o & [ vehole €, 39 afRaes
AT BT Jeld & forw 3l 3R =7 gt el FI 3uART IR Tddhd &l

e MAGA could be synonymous with disruption beyond American shores and power
realignments.

MAGA 3R det & TeY egaure 3R afFa qoadisrs & qamndt g @bl |

Ties with India, the line for New Delhi

R & Y §aY, 75 fEee & faw

e Strategic outlook for India-U.S. relations under a second Trump Presidency is
mixed.

gHY T USEUfd Ug & g HRA-3ARGT Faell &1 AARNS gioeahior fAfsd g

e Relations between the two countries have witnessed steady evolution and multi-
faceted growth over the last two decades.

gl i & Feet A o &t gt # Rux e AR sg-amamed gefor oel o5 &
e Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Mr. Trump have a warm friendship.
g atg A R A duF ST el @ A ¥
e India has stressed constructive engagement with the U.S. as a key strategic partner.

HRA o AR & AT Th JHT AARS ARCER & T H {ellcAs TIME W SR
fe=r Bl

e India’s growing geopolitical clout and mutual interest with the U.S. in countering
China provide a strong impetus for a growing strategic partnership.

HRA T TGl $-ISTeifareh dTehe IR T FT HPrael w & ARG & Ty 39
R dgd AHARE ARG & faT U AT RO TEe Her g

e India-U.S. defence cooperation will continue to strengthen, along with partnerships in
critical technologies.

HRA-3TA AT T&TT WEQT FSIEd BT 9T, {1 & Ageaqol eafafFat & asiard of
Jea|
e Trade frictions could, however, be a complicating factor.

gleliteh, SATIR f3a1g T Sifeer R g Fohd &

e The countering of Chinese influence in the region by the incoming U.S. administration
suggests that groupings like the Quad will be strengthened.

&7 HNT F ToTa T HPraell HA & AT He arell HART geraer $r Ay & a5
Tha AT & o Fam8 S Tog Asieg gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

e India’s Indo-Pacific vision stresses regional cooperation, multilateralism, and
multipolarity.

AR 1 g2-4RAfhe TiehIoT &N weder, sguahaar, iR ag-gdiadar 7T X T g

e India seeks to ensure its own strategic autonomy while being involved in global
security matters.

mewmﬁamm@mmmgﬁﬁaﬁmﬁ
HITALA HIAT gl

e India’s key concerns include border security, military modernization,
counterterrorism, anti-radicalization, and combating cross-border terrorism.

AR 1 v R dar geam, de smyfadiaor, sraware R sffae, [
39a1g, 3R AT IR ATdRag ¥ AT gl

e Economic growth is central to India’s strategic outlook, including energy security,
diversification of energy sources, and renewable energy development.

fiw e oRa & qeles Reaor & fau $G 8w ot geam, s dat &1
fafdefieor, 3k adwoir st Rew arfae &)

e Peace and stability in South Asia and vigilance against destabilizing influences from
China and Pakistan are important for India.

gfayor ofdrar & enfa 3t Feerar 3 D a2r mifedsT O 31T8Rar e arer garat
& 9fd Tahar oA & T Ageaqur &

e Security of the Indo-Pacific as a maritime and economic passageway is a strategic
priority for India.

- ARAF 71 T 3R T At & w7 A gaT ara & v @@ERE graf@Asar
gl

e India’s partnerships with Japan, Australia, the EU, and ASEAN countries are essential
for balancing China’s rise.

ST, i, IO #a (EU) 31K ASEAN et & €12 $IRa 1 arsiarial 9 &
3T I Gdfeld el & faT maea+ g

o Key areas for India’s strategic future include digital transformation, space
exploration, Al, cybersecurity, and resilience against cyber threats.

R & ARG #fasy & fov ggw &7 Bivea wRads, safer swdwor, i
TEIAFT (Al), FEET G 3R AHE TR & 9 orfieaa &

e India should continue deploying soft power focusing on democratic values, pluralism,
humanitarian engagement, and diaspora outreach.

HRA ST Rl Hedl, Sgerare, Aladraral g 3R Jard J9d ) e Hfad
A §U HTA AIFE T Y S @A 1T

o India’s relationship with Russia remains complex and diversified, providing a
counterweight to the Sino-Russian alignment.

HRA T & & 1Y Foo Sffeer 3R fafaerame’ g, o fia-wa TeaeT & Faee th
HJoloT Jalel e g
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e The reality of a second Trump Presidency suggests a disruptive, polarised, and
unstable global order.

qE €T Tegafa g T areafdshar T Raea ), i, 3R xR sqavar &

b St &1

e The new global playbook may follow the law of the jungle, according to analyst lan

Bremmer.

faeciven g1 o o 3TAR, 777 dfRash Wer f@eid ST & FTefed & 3TaR 8

v gl

Transforming ‘men*talities, redefining masculinity

[GS Paper I: Society |

s another International Day for the
A Elimination of Violence Against Women

passes by (November 25), we face a stark
truth: despite decades of advocacy, nearly one in
three women worldwide has endured violence at
the hands of men. While men are often the
perpetrators, they can also be key agents of
change. Addressing violence against women
requires addressing men’s roles and questioning
traditional notions of masculinities based on
strength, aggression and control. These notions
need to be replaced by a culture where equality,
empathy, and non-violence define alternative
notions of manhood.

Violence against women can be seen,
somewhat paradoxically, as a quintessential
“men’s issue” — a societal issue that demands the
active engagement of men. From early childhood,
boys are influenced by norms that tell them
strength is dominance, that emotions are a
weakness, and that asserting control is the way to
protect their status. These deeply entrenched
ideas not only harm women but also limit men’s
lives and their relationships, trapping them in
cycles of suppressed emotions and aggressive
behaviours. Recognising and reshaping these
norms is essential for creating healthier
relationships and a safer world.

The subject of men and masculinities has
become a prominent focus within the
development sector. Over the past two decades,
academic research and grass-root efforts have
revealed the importance of engaging with men,
highlighted strategies that work, and shown how
men are increasingly stepping out to challenge
traditional gender norms. This growing shift
reflects a recognition among men of their role in
advancing gender equality.

An India report

UNESCO’s Transforming MENtalities initiative has
aimed to shift the way men engage with gender
issues — not just as allies but as active participants
in social transformation. This initiative challenges
rigid and stereotyped ideas of masculinity and
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A UNESCO
initiative with
the goal of
changing the
way men engage
with gender
issues is making
progress

fosters positive, supportive roles for men,
engaging them as champions for gender equality.
As we inch closer to Agenda 2030 — working to
create an inclusive and equal world — UNESCO, in
collaboration with the International Center for
Research on Women (ICRW), is proud to present
the report, “Engaging Men and Boys: A Report on
Pathways to Gender Equality in India”. This
report documents 10 pioneering programmes
across India that engage men and boys to address
gender inequality.

Some of the interventions

Through impactful initiatives, these programmes
encourage critical dialogues that are aimed at
questioning traditional gender norms, reshaping
concepts of masculinity, and fostering inclusive
attitudes. By emphasising education, open
discussions, and community-driven actions,
these programmes empower participants to
become advocates for gender equity within their
household and within communities and
institutions they are part of.

For example, ‘Mardon Wali Baat (A man’s
thing’), an initiative by The YP Foundation, uses
storytelling and social media to foster
conversations around positive masculinities with
young men on campuses and in communities.
This intervention helps young men critically
examine the limiting narratives they have grown
up with, empowering them to embrace values of
respect and equality. Similarly, Gender Equity
Movement in Schools (GEMS), a collaboration
between the ICRW and the Department of
Education in the State of Rajasthan, uses
interactive classroom activities to help adolescent
boys see the harm in toxic masculinity and adopt
more equitable gender attitudes. In one session, a
boy reflected, “I used to think boys should only
do outdoor chores. Now, I believe we should
work alongside women at home.” These
moments of transformation create ripple effects
that can reshape entire communities.

Initiatives such as ‘Dekh Rekh (caring for each
other’) and ‘Hamari Shaadi (our marriage’)

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website :

encourage men’s active participation in family
nutrition and planning, tackling gender bias
through small, everyday actions. These
interventions prove that when men and boys are
invited to engage with gender equality as a part of
their lives, rather than as an abstract idea, change
becomes possible.

The defining role of public figures

Change also becomes possible when men and
boys have positive role models demonstrating
equitable behaviours. These initiatives
underscore the importance of role models who
actively participate in household and care-giving
responsibilities, reject violence as a solution,
practise empathy, and embrace vulnerability.
Public figures, in particular, can help normalise
gender equality. For instance, a well-known
Indian cricketer recently sparked a national
conversation on shared parenting and
responsibility by publicly committing to paternity
leave. Actions such as these highlight how
equitable relationships are rooted in care,
respect, and partnership, redefining what it
means to “be a man” in ways that uplift both
individuals and communities.

The path to true equality is long, and the active
participation of men is crucial in this journey.
Beyond rejecting violence, men can challenge the
stereotypes and cultural norms that perpetuate
it. They must see themselves as essential
contributors to change, helping dismantle toxic
ideas of manhood. This requires a willingness to
question the privileges that patriarchy grants the
world and to explore ways to address the
pressures and expectations that accompany these
privileges. By reflecting on and reshaping their
roles, men can play a transformative part in
building a more equitable society for all.

In the new year, let us celebrate those men and
boys who are “Transforming MEN talities” and
championing equality. Together, by redefining
masculinity, we can create a world where every
individual, regardless of gender, is free from
violence and empowered to thrive.
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Transforming ‘men’-talities, redefining masculinity

I AARAFAIN FT dgelelr, e H BT @ aRena e

As another International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women passes
by (November 25), nearly one in three women worldwide has endured violence at the
hands of men.

oA AR A1 seee Raw (25 FaFR) F 39w W, g R A de A F
U Afger F qent & grat FAr 1 A &R g

While men are often the perpetrators, they can also be key agents of change.

TN T e’ g § afFe & aRade & wgcaqel woie st 8 wwa §

Addressing violence against women requires addressing men’s roles and questioning
traditional notions of masculinities based on strength, aggression, and control.

afgenst & Reme Far A w&@ftT & F Qv gont f agfawnEt 3k e f
TRuRE ROt F gAld & IraeTw ¢, S arRd, IwEEwar AR faEer w
areTRa &

These notions need to be replaced by a culture where equality, empathy, and non-
violence define alternative notions of manhood.

3T 4ROt F vH T EEHIT F dGo A HGRIFAT ¢, STET FALTAT, Ferpefa AR
Ffar quca A dwfous aromsit Fr afenfa #3

Violence against women can be seen as a quintessential “men’s issue” — a societal
issue that demands active engagement of men.

afgenst & fBore Far # v "qeW 1 AE F T A AW I FFAT § — T§ T
AT Aear ¢ S geul At afrg smfieqrdt it AT F3ar g
From early childhood, boys are influenced by norms that tell them strength is

dominance, that emotions are a weakness, and that asserting control is the way to
protect their status.

TU9T & & ISP B W AT T THIAd fFAT S1ar § S 378 99T & F ared
Yocad &, Higa? wHeR §, 3R for vuia wwar sah Rufa # @ @ w1
afiT g

These deeply entrenched ideas not only harm women but also limit men’s lives and
relationships, trapping them in cycles of suppressed emotions and aggressive
behaviors.

¥ IR T/ gU RAER 7 Fad AfAnd F qHEAE ogua § 9w gl F s ik
Redt # off ANAT FQ &, 3¢ gaw 7T strgamat 3 ITEHS EERY F 9F A AT
ad gl

Recognising and reshaping these norms is essential for creating healthier
relationships and a safer world.
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$ ATeAgsl I TEAT AR Y @ IR A1 Fawey Redl ik v @@ gfaa
e F AT 3maeTs B

e The subject of men and masculinities has become a prominent focus within the
development sector.

ol 3R qowed #1 vy Rew &7 F & w\@ eae 9 4w gl

e Over the past two decades, academic research and grassroots efforts have revealed
the importance of engaging with men, highlighted strategies that work, and shown how
men are increasingly stepping out to challenge traditional gender norms.

Rod &) qusl #, sreffs My iR aeEfs gam@mt @ @ & JY JEa & Avcd
' 39PR B § 3R aReRe o AmEst s gl & & o gt & qga el
1 @ ¢

e This growing shift reflects a recognition among men of their role in advancing gender
equality.
a?am?nméﬁgwﬁ#ﬁhTmmaﬁmaﬁ#mmﬁmﬁ
T Thd B

e UNESCO’s Transforming MENtalities initiative aims to shift the way men engage with
gender issues — not just as allies but as active participants in social transformation.

AER! # ‘Transforming MENtalities' 9ge &7 3eaed qouT H1 faor waeft feat &
I3 aF F 9GoaT g, Fad WA F T A 79, afed wrnfaw aRada F wfea
efieR & & A

e This initiative challenges rigid and stereotyped ideas of masculinity and fosters positive,
supportive roles for men, engaging them as champions for gender equality.

IE TE [od F FoR AN FORAesy Rart # el & ¥ sk gt & Ao
HHRIcHAF, WeraS AT F qgrar & §, 3¢ foor woeran & AR & w0 &
e Fel §

e As we inch closer to Agenda 2030 — working to create an inclusive and equal world —
UNESCO, in collaboration with the International Center for Research on Women
(ICRW), presents the report “Engaging Men and Boys: A Report on Pathways to Gender
Equality in India”.

SH-oI &7 Tolsr 2030 % F9 Tgud ¢, tF gAR IR FAE gaar shm & o
$H FIA FC LATH, AR ITHU & HAASET g (ICRW) F a1 Feawr #, RarE
"Engaging Men and Boys: A Report on Pathways to Gender Equality in India"
TG FT B

e This report documents 10 pioneering programmes across India that engage men and
boys to address gender inequality.

7% RAE ARa X & 10 9@ FEFAT F1 GEAESIIOr Fet § St geut 3 aswi
F T IFAEaT F FORT F@ F v Sz
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Impactful Interventions to Encourage Gender Equality fo@T I#TaT HI
derar ¢ & faw warraermel graaia

o Through impactful initiatives, these programmes encourage critical dialogues that aim
at questioning traditional gender norms, reshaping concepts of masculinity, and
fostering inclusive attitudes.

THTRMT Tgell & HTEIH &, I wishd IRURF A1 AEst # Gel oo, ek &
=T &1 731 &0 &, 3R wATaRf AARAFAT A FoTar &t & TIT Ageaqur WaTg ol
eared aa &l

e By emphasizing education, open discussions, and community-driven actions, these
programmes empower participants to become advocates for gender equity within their
households and communities.

frem, gor Hare, 3R we-9fia Bt o S ad @,ﬁm giaeEay & 3%
BT 3R FHERT # foor @A & gaTer g9 & T Hered aard g
o Example: ‘Mardon Wali Baat’ (A Man's Thing), an initiative by The YP Foundation,

uses storytelling and social media to foster conversations around positive
masculinities with young men on campuses and in communities.

3areXvT: 'Mardon Wali Baat' (A Man's Thing), The YP Foundation ¢dRT Teh YgdT,
Feriorar 3N Ferer HfSAT &1 3T A IR WK FHERT A gERcAS AR &
AR # gar IS & WY Hag H Fgrar & gl

e This intervention helps young men critically examine the limiting narratives they have
grown up with, empowering them to embrace values of respect and equality.

TE EEALTT JAT TFT T 3eTh qaNT 99 gV HIAT FYAl FT ATeiraaicnd &7 &
Hedishel o H Hee Xl g, (8 d FFAT 3R FATAT & Hedl 9 & v
TqIFT g &l

e Similarly, Gender Equity Movement in Schools (GEMS), a collaboration between
ICRW and the Department of Education in Rajasthan, uses interactive classroom
activities to help adolescent boys see the harm in toxic masculinity.

sdT aRE, Gender Equity Movement in Schools (GEMS), St ICRW 31 TrEaTeT favar
fasmer & &g v AT g, gexviaea Farm afafafat & 399 S ek ast @
S #weleeft & gfers 93 # 2@t § HAeg FLar &l

e In one session, a boy reflected, “I used to think boys should only do outdoor chores.
Now, | believe we should work alongside women at home.” These moments of
transformation create ripple effects that can reshape entire communities.

Ush O H, Th oISch of ohgl, "H dradr AT fh TSHhl I hdd 91T & HIH A ATgT|
39, {3 91T & T g7 R A AR & A1y w1 He Arigel” T gRade & &7or

e T 3ol I 8 ST R FHSHET & T q IR & Fahd &
o Initiatives like ‘Dekh Rekh’ (Caring for Each Other) and ‘Hamari Shaadi’ (Our Marriage)
encourage men’s active participation in family nutrition and planning, tackling gender

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

bias through small, everyday actions.

Tl ggel S 'Dekh Rekh' (39® & g@#rel) 3R 'Hamari Shaadi' (§ARY 2MEY) oSt
&I qIRER® N9or 3 A A a@fFT defic w0 & v dicarfed & 8, oie,
USTART & Foramatt & Aresr & Ao gararel 7 gt & )

These interventions prove that when men and boys are invited to engage with gender
equality as a part of their lives, rather than as an abstract idea, change becomes
possible.

4 gEAeIT IE NS I & [ ST geul 3R gl @l fr FaEar & o3 g & v
IMHEET AT Srar g, aF I8 A% U HTURON AT, dfed 3odh Siided ol [T Sl
g, df IRadT T g gl

Role of Public Figures in Promoting Gender Equality fo@T I#T=aT HY
9eraT &1 # WAt gieadr it i

Change also becomes possible when men and boys have positive role models
demonstrating equitable behaviours.

aREceT a0 o HaTa g § ST qeNt 3R oISl & U §ERIcHS e gid & S
AT SUGeR HT Y& Hd g
Public figures, in particular, can help normalize gender equality. For example, a well-

known Indian cricketer recently sparked a national conversation on shared
parenting and responsibility by publicly committing to paternity leave.

Y &7 & Fiailas gfeadr fr AT $1 AHT s & Hee Y ahdT gl
30T & foIw, v gy IRl frdet @ gra & & aiaie AT @
TS == YE H, S0 H 3egiel Regea 3raswmer &7 Ardsiiors &9 & FAS fhar|

Actions such as these highlight how equitable relationships are rooted in care,
respect, and partnership, redefining what it means to “be a man” in ways that uplift
both individuals and communities.

39 g $T FhaTT I8 399R aar ¢ b aae Red asimer, g A 3R agigriy &
RAfRd 89 & S 'HE g9 & 3T F 57 avg ¥ O @ R e & & 3g
afFaat 3R FHeET At F FU 3or g

Path to True Equality <Y ¥#TTar #r fgam

The path to true equality is long, and the active participation of men is crucial in this
journey.
Fedl FATAAT Y R ofell §, 3R 7 AT A qodt Hr AT dEMER ST AgcaqoT &l

Beyond rejecting violence, men can challenge the stereotypes and cultural norms that
perpetuate it.
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AT 1 3EdPR FA & 37arar, GV 37 TUHT 3R WEFfaF AWEst A1 FAldr & Fhd
g S 38 FIA W@ £

They must see themselves as essential contributors to change, helping dismantle
toxic ideas of manhood.

37¢ W& Pl deold H HEATF ANTGTARal & §7 A W A1M3C, S ¥y qewea &
AR 1 gATC R H A R gl
This requires a willingness to question the privileges that patriarchy grants and to

explore ways to address the pressures and expectations that come with these
privileges.

g o Rqear ganr U a1v Rdwifier © ware 3o i geoT 3R 5o
fIAWIfOFRT & T1Y 3= arer gamal 3R IYEHT T FHSA F dlSh T Y

3T Tl

By reflecting on and reshaping their roles, men can play a transformative part in
building a more equitable society for all.

39 SRS W AR F3h R 37¢ T @ AR Sy, ey a8ft & faw o arflrs
AT AT ST H Ueh IRAAT ${fAwT fHem Tt €

Celebrating Men Transforming Mentalities in 2025 2025 & ATARAFHAT
H dGelel Tk GOl FHT 3cHd

In the new year, let us celebrate those men and boys who are “Transforming
MEN’talities” and championing equality.

AT ATl #, HIST A 3T T8l AR gl &7 3c8a AATC St “Transforming
MENtalities” (AT &1 dcoleT) X @ & 3N FA=ar & WaR T

Together, by redefining masculinity, we can create a world where every individual,
regardless of gender, is free from violence and empowered to thrive.

a1y fAerey, weferelt B B @ aRea awa g7 v 0l gfear s wha § STl
Jcdh cafdd, °rg 3T for o o &), Far @ fod 87 AR wold-Gord & o aererd
gl
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Indians abroad

Absence of opportunities remains
the main driver of migration

t the inauguration of the 18th edition of
A the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) last
week, Prime Minister Narendra Modi de-
scribed the Indian diaspora as India’s “ambassa-
dors to the world”, having “seamlessly assimilat-
ed” into the local society, served the community,
and contributed to India’s growth and prosperi-
ty. The strength of the India-origin community
worldwide of over 35 million — about 15.85 mil-
lion NRIs and 19.57 million PIOs, who are foreign
nationals — is their ability to adapt and thrive in
different fields, including in politics, where In-
dian-origin people have become leaders of more
than 30 other countries. Where they retain their
Indian passports, the diaspora is known for its
distinguished services in many professional
spheres. The PBD’s purpose is to celebrate this
success and discuss issues of importance; Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu handed out about 27 Pra-
vasi Bharatiya Samman awards. The event, which
was first held in 2003, is organised around Janu-
ary 9, when Mahatma Gandhi returned to India
from South Africa in 1915. The latest event, held
in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, brought more than
3,000 delegates from across 70 countries, with
much of the focus on how the diaspora can help
in developing India (Viksit Bharat programme).
The achievemnents of the Indian diaspora are,
no doubt, a matter of pride for all Indians, but it
is important that the event is not limited to a sim-
ple self-congratulatory or laudatory exercise. The
issues for the diaspora, particularly for those who
are still Indian nationals, are more acute now.
The increase in far-right populist governments,
particularly in the West, is making visa and entry
conditions for Indians more difficult, and it is im-
portant for the government to address such is-
sues. Intractable global conflicts, especially in
West Asia where more than nine million Indians
live and work, are also putting lakhs of Indians in
peril, and the PBD engagement would benefit
from discussions between the community on
how best to increase awareness and enhance sa-
feguards for them. Given the broad spread of the
diaspora, it is necessary to ensure that India’s ties
with its diaspora be inclusive, and non-partisan
on political issues. Recent actions by the govern-
ment to deny or revoke OCI cards for those per-
ceived to be critical of the government bely this
necessity. Above all, it is important to acknow-
ledge that one of the biggest drivers of Indians
migrating is the lack of economic opportunities
within India. While there are no easy fixes for
this, the loss to India of some of its most talented
people must be counted, even as the country ce-
lebrates their incredible success and impact on
the global stage.
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Indians Abroad
Qe & AR

At the inauguration of the 18th edition of the
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD), Prime Minister
Narendra Modi described the Indian diaspora as
India’s “ambassadors to the world,” having
“seamlessly assimilated” into local society.

18dt Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) & 3gHTesT 9T
YHTAAA A%g Al F ARG Y9l F 4Rd &
“gfar & e & v 7 aftia e, S
TN gATS & “Hafed ¥ F wATRG” R §

e The strength of the India-origin community worldwide is over 35
million, with 15.85 million NRIs and 19.57 million PIOs.

gfrar s & HRAde FeEerT @1 diehd 35 fAfaaa @ sifts 8, et
15.85 fAfaasr NRI 3iiT 19.57 fafe=asr pPIo mfAa &l

e Indian-origin people have become leaders in over 30 countries.
HRAT HT & 9T 30 ST & 3T F AT & 1T gl

e The Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) is organized around January
9, when Mahatma Gandhi returned to India from South Africa in 1915.

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) 9 Sie¥a{l &I 3TAifold foham S1ar &, 39
HEICHT el 1915 H gfaror 3nften & HRd dic &

e The latest event, held in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, brought more
than 3,000 delegates from 70 countries.

AdATH HRIHA, S e, AP A 3mafaa §31T,ﬁ70 Zat o
318 3,000 gfafafer 3w )

e The focus of the event was on how the diaspora can help in
developing India through the Viksit Bharat programme.

FIIHH & €A 30 W AT & yardT ARAT ReERa aRa FEFA
F ATEIH U ARG & QpT # $H Ace I Tad 2

e The Pravasi Bharatiya Samman awards were handed out by
President Droupadi Murmu, with 27 awards presented.

Tregafar ghudl 373 garT 27 EHRT & AU Pravasi Bharatiya

Samman REFR fadRa fee arw)
e The event's purpose is to celebrate diaspora achievements, but

issues affecting the diaspora, especially those still holding Indian nationality, need to be
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addressed.

FIAHHA T 3662 JAR FI ITATSUAT T 3cdd FAATT g, olfched Jardr, fAAY &7 &
St 37T S TR TSI WA §, W I FAABT F FEAT fohar Siem anfgel

e« The rise of far-right populist governments in the West is making visa and entry
conditions for Indians more difficult.

afgd & BR-UFE YYfaFe AHRI A1 36T HARAAT & fav dem 3R gder &1 erdf @
AR FfseT T W@ E

e More than nine million Indians live and work in West Asia, and they are increasingly
at risk due to intractable global conflicts.

At Afoaea @ 3w3f0F RN oRgw thrard |a § 3k & a=a §, 3k 3 afea
dfRas HuNl & FRUT dod AT@H H gl

e The PBD engagement would benefit from discussions on how to increase awareness
and enhance safeguards for the diaspora.

PBD #HaTe I Yol & T SHEehal Selel 3R GRET Sell & cliehl 9 =l & ofreT
grem|

e India’s ties with its diaspora should be inclusive and non-partisan, particularly on
political issues.

AR % ol & @y Gey waEeh iR fPRder g TRy, ROV &7 & oA Hqeer

EEY

e Recent actions by the government to deny or revoke OCI cards for those critical of the
government contradict this necessity.

TSR E@RT OC| HTSF HT IRADR AT GG Il H GITIAT HRATS TIRR Al AT
el Tl & ToIT 3T MaThcT & [ARIT gl

e One of the biggest drivers of migration is the lack of economic opportunities within
India.

Jard & 9 92 FRUNT H ¥ T AR H s qa) i & 2

e While there are no easy fixes, India must acknowledge the loss of its most talented
people.

Safh 9% g AT 187 8, AR &l 39 Faq gfasmemel Sy & g1 &R
FAT AT
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Presidential reprieve
Despite the discharge, the US. will have
to deal with a polarised Trump era

resident-elect Donald Trump was hand-
P ed an “unconditional discharge™ in a felo-
ny case in New York, where he was ear-
lier found guilty on 34 counts of falsifying
business records to make $1,30,000 in hush-mo-
ney payments to an adult films star over an al-
leged affair. Following his conviction last May,
one of four criminal indictments that he faced at
the time, Mr. Trump went on to win the Novem-
ber 2024 election and will be sworn into office on
January 20. In accordance with the legal immun-
ity for official acts that is offered to the office of
the President of the U.S., a position affirmed re-
cently by the Supreme Court, three indictments
that had not yet reached the stage of a conviction
or acquittal were either dismissed or came to a
halt owing to procedural complexities. His indict-
ment for his role in instigating a mob attack on
the U.S. Capitol in January 2021 and his indict-
ment for mishandling classified documents dis-
covered at his home in Florida, after his 2020
election defeat, were withdrawn by then Special
Counsel Jack Smith because the Department of
Justice “forbids the federal indictment and subse-
quent criminal prosecution of a sitting Presi-
dent”. A state-level case in Georgia relating to al-
legations of tampering with the 2020 election’s
vote-counting process was paused pending a de-
cision by an appeals court. In the New York case,
following his appeal to delay the sentencing, the
Supreme Court ruled that sentencing could pro-
ceed after the judge, Juan Merchan, said that he
would hand down an unconditional discharge —
implying no jail time, monetary fine, or proba-
tion — given that this would be “the most viable
solution” in such unprecedented circumstances.
Other than facing the routine conditions of a
ban on convicted felons owning guns and being
required to provide the State of New York crimi-
nal database with a DNA sample, Mr. Trump has
emerged unscathed from the legal quagmire
prior to his 2024 victory. The deeper questions
that America will wrestle with, however, tran-
scend these legal minutiae — they relate to the
fact that Mr. Trump, his 2024 campaign, and the
MAGA movement more broadly, remain polaris-
ing and there is near-complete breakdown of bi-
partisanship within political circles as applicable
to critical issues of social and economic policy, in-
cluding the economy and jobs, reproductive
rights, the criminal justice system and immigra-
tion reform. Liberal and progressive Americans
must, understandably, be hoping, in the light of
his comprehensive victory leading to a federal go-
vernment trifecta, that Mr. Trump will strike a
conciliatory note on Inauguration Day, and fol-
low that up with a more bipartisan approach to
policymaking in the four years ahead. The cost of
not doing so appears to be high indeed.
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Presidential reprieve

Tsgafa &1 WEd

President-elect Donald Trump was handed an
"unconditional discharge" in a felony case in New
York, where he was earlier found guilty on 34
counts of falsifying business records to make
$1,30,000 in hush-money payments to an adult
film star over an alleged affair.

Iegufa-faaifRe Seres <o & #qad # v Faet
Ao % Pfiga Reté & 1§, et 30 wwer 34
3t # Qe arr R O, e T aaes feew
TER &I $1,30,000 A efiI@a $r AR & & faw
SR NP F Tad alls § T F1 AT 47|

o Following his conviction last May, one of four criminal indictments
that he faced at the time, Mr. Trump went on to win the November
2024 election and will be sworn into office on January 20.

oo 7S H 37T ol & 91, 5d 3oaled 39 THAT & IR
RIS ARGE & F Th H il Sgar o1, 4T €9 of Agay 2024
ATd S & &7 20 STeradl T g TE0T HYaT |

» In accordance with the legal immunity for official acts that is
offered to the office of the President of the U.S., a position affirmed
recently by the Supreme Court, three indictments that had not yet
reached the stage of a conviction or acquittal were either dismissed
or came to a halt owing to procedural complexities.

TIFT T IJANFT & Toguial g & v nRaRer Hedi & foav
L T & IIAR, [99 gTel & H gl FE A gice H, AT
3T S 3T T Foll A S gl F TR T AL TG T, A7 A

GRS X 8T 1T 1 yihdTcHs FATeTar3il & HRUT ek IT|

¢ His indictment for his role in instigating a mob attack on the U.S.
Capitol in January 2021 and his indictment for mishandling
classified documents discovered at his home in Florida, after his
2020 election defeat, were withdrawn by then Special Counsel
Jack Smith because the Department of Justice "forbids the
federal indictment and subsequent criminal prosecution of a sitting
President".

Seradl 2021 # Z.uw. Fea W s qart gASA F IHA H
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3Tht AT IR FARET A 37 X @ 9o M SFARAN & e alich & gsfolar
% AT 3RIY, 3efeh 2020 YATT WIS & §Te, ceehlellel AT HeAghR st FHAY earT
oy o forw aTT Fifeh Farr AT "ue sitting Tsgufa & e TE 3R 3R
subsequent MRS FfAASTT W FfA«er o@mar g1

o A state-level case in Georgia relating to allegations of tampering with the 2020
election's vote-counting process was paused pending a decision by an appeals court.

STSIAT 7 2020 GATE HY AFNOEAT YFHFATH B3 F ARG § FAT Toh ToT-F
HTHAT, 9Tl 3aTad &aRT &[0T 37Te7 deh T & fgar arar |

e Inthe New York case, following his appeal to delay the sentencing, the Supreme Court
ruled that sentencing could proceed after the judge, Juan Merchan, said that he would
hand down an unconditional discharge — implying no jail time, monetary fine, or
probation — given that this would be "the most viable solution™ in such unprecedented
circumstances.

A AA A, Gol &1 & & fAT 3o e & a1, Foer FE a haer fGar &
Tl 38 GHI & STo, AT AT caRT & 1S el o gl & ST Fehll &, [Siegiar gt
foh & e fopell SRTare, 3T AT, a1 gREweT & f9er Hfdea Res & - Fifs
Ig Y S IR 7 Fed g FHTen gem

e Other than facing the routine conditions of a ban on convicted felons owning guns and
being required to provide the State of New York criminal database with a DNA sample,
Mr. Trump has emerged unscathed from the legal quagmire prior to his 2024 victory.

arfy e W dgh W W e AR AW T & WS STy 7 fieae
TAHAT S T WA Acil & 3elral, A g7 2024 RASTT & Igel FHefel el & JTATIT
W g

e The deeper questions that America will wrestle with, however, transcend these legal
minutiae — they relate to the fact that Mr. Trump, his 2024 campaign, and the MAGA
movement more broadly, remain polarizing and there is near-complete breakdown of
bipartisanship within political circles as applicable to critical issues of social and

economic policy, including the economy and jobs, reproductive rights, the criminal justice
system and immigration reform.

gTeliton, AR T TSI T8 FaTell F S[ETT T3, I $eT Floeil G0l & W § - &
g 92 ¥ &g § T 4 ¢u, 39 2024 3fAAT, 31K MAGA 3relas 3% <amas
¥ W, ATl s gU § AR T Thell # FmaAfain AR wfdis Afa &
HAgcaqol Fcal W glacey HgAfd e qff o @ g a8 &, o srdegaear 3k
AT, Foteter TR, ITIF A sgaedr R 3Tarae gur arfAd 8

e Liberal and progressive Americans must, understandably, be hoping, in the light of his
comprehensive victory leading to a federal government trifecta, that Mr. Trump will strike

a conciliatory note on Inauguration Day, and follow that up with a more bipartisan
approach to policymaking in the four years ahead.

foreRer 3R AT 3RS warfds & & 371 FIET, 394 AU [T & Tehrer

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

H, St T T @R @ 3ol Fr 3R o Jrar g, fF 4 <o auy ger Raw X
Folg ol T 591, AR 3% a1g 3 arel IR ast # +Afa fuiRor & 3w gfagda

gfSeahloT 3rgaATTaT|

The cost of not doing so appears to be high indeed.

¥ 7 A B P A ¥ agd o R 4 B
Resisting transparency, eroding public trust

|GS Paper II: Elections |

ast year, presiding officer
Anil Masih was caught
on CCTV camera
manipulating votes in
the Chandigarh mayor elections to
help the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) secure victory. The incident
underlined the importance of
infusing transparency in the
electoral process to detect and
prevent election fraud. It is ironic
then that even before the year
ended, the Central government
brought an amendment to Rule
93(2) of the Conduct of Election
Rules, 1961, to restrict public
access to election-related records.

The amendment came days
after the Punjab and Haryana High
Court directed the Election
Commission of India (ECI) to
provide information under Rule
93(2) of the Conduct of Election
Rules. Copies of Form 17C and
CCTV footage of the Assembly
elections in Haryana were among
the records sought by the
petitioner.

Rule 93 of the Conduct of
Election Rules provides a
framework for people to obtain
information related to elections.
Rule 93(2) originally stated that
other than the records specifically
exempt under Rule 93(1), all
papers relating to elections shall
be available for people to inspect
and take copies of. The
amendment to Rule 93(2) narrows
the scope of people’s right to
information by adding a
qualification that only “papers as
specified in these rules relating to
the election shall be open to
public inspection”. Records
related to the electoral process,
including Form 17C, video
recordings and CCTV footage, will
potentially get caught in the cross
hairs of the new amendment.

Delays that led to doubts

The role of the ECI in the matter is
particularly disconcerting. One of
the safeguards in the
Representation of the People Act,
1951, to prevent the ruling party
from arbitrarily misusing its power
to frame rules is that the rules can
be made only “after consulting the
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Sangathan and the
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The amendment
to Rule 93(2) of
the Conduct of
Election Rules,
1961, to restrict
public access to
election-related
records, has no
place in a
democracy

Election Commission”. It is
baffling why the institution vested
with the responsibility of ensuring
free and fair elections is opposed
to transparency, especially at a
time when serious questions have
been raised about the sanctity of
the electoral process.

In the general elections of 2024,
the ECI did not put out voter
turnout figures in absolute
numbers after the completion of
voting in the initial phases. This,
coupled with an unusually high
revision of 6% in voter turnout in
some phases of the election,
without any explanation,
prompted a public demand for
disclosure of Form 17C. Part T of
this Form is filled by the Presiding
Officer of each polling station at
the close of voting and is
submitted to the Returning Officer
of the constituency. It contains
information on the voter turnout
and the number of votes recorded
in the Electronic Voting Machine
(EVM). Part Il is filled on the day of
counting by noting the votes
secured by each candidate as
recorded in the EVMs. The
documents reveal whether or not
voter turnout tallies with the votes
polled and counted.

Several political parties also
sought copies of Form 17C after
the general elections, claiming an
abnormally large increase in voter
turnout between the figures
declared by the ECI at the close of
polls on the day of voting and the
final turnout declared a few days
later. For instance, an ally of the
BJP, the Biju Janata Dal (B]D),
claimed a massive increase
between the two figures in some
constituencies in Odisha, raising
doubts about the integrity of the
election process. In the Assembly
elections held in Haryana and
Maharashtra, similar concerns
were raised and applications were
again filed seeking copies of Form
17C and other election records.

Refusal to disclose information
Unfortunately, all these requests
were stonewalled by the ECL. Ina
petition to the ECI, the B]D
complained that even its

candidates were denied copies of
Form 17C, despite making requests
under the Representation of the
People Act and the Right to
Information Act, 2005.

Further, when the matter of
proactive disclosure of Form 17C
was agitated in the Supreme
Court, the ECT opposed it on the
specious grounds that there is no
legal mandate to share Form I17C
with anyone other than the
candidates and political parties
through their designated polling
agents. In fact, it claimed that
there is a “one-to-one relationship
between each Form 17C and its
possessor” and its unrestricted
disclosure is amendable to
mischief as people may morph the
images. Further, it argued that
there is no technical facility to
scan the documents.

The ECT’s reluctance to share
copies of Form 17C is inexplicable.
Copies of Part 1 of Form 17C are
given to polling agents who are
present at the booth and there is
no prohibition on their further
dissemination. In Digital India, the
claim that Returning Officers don’t
have the technical facility to scan
and upload a couple of thousand
pages is scarcely credible.

On December 26, 2024, more
than six months after the general
elections, the ECI released a set of
42 statistical reports terming it a
“Treasure Trove for stakeholders
including academicians,
researchers, election watchers
worldwide”. This too had no data
from Form 17C, which would
conclusively resolve the vexed
issue of difference between votes
polled and counted.

Transparency is key to ensure
public trust and participation in
the electoral process. In 2024, the
Supreme Court struck down the
electoral bonds scheme as being
violative of a voter’s fundamental
right to information. A challenge
to the new amendment has
already reached the apex court.
Rather than wait for the verdict of
the judiciary, the ECI and the BJP
would do well to realise that this
amendment has no place in a
democracy and withdraw it.
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Resisting Transparency, Eroding Public Trust

qREfRIar &1 [, Safaa d fREe

Last year, presiding officer Anil Masih was caught on CCTV camera
manipulating votes in the Chandigarh mayor elections to help the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) secure victory. & dTel, 31987 ORI
Ffaer 7@ F CCTV FAX F wEhTe AW a9 # dlel A 3813 FA
gcqﬁrm,mﬁﬂmmqﬁ(mp)aﬁsnaﬁaﬁﬁm
el

e The incident underlined the importance of infusing transparency in the electoral process

to detect and prevent election fraud. J§ T AT FishdT & qREAT &l Sley i
JTERIHAT T 3SR I §, ATfeh YAl TGS T Il Tol Feh 3R 38 Aehr ST
qh |

e ltisironic then that even before the year ended, the Central government brought an
amendment to Rule 93(2) of the Conduct of Election Rules, 1961, to restrict public

access to election-related records. fi g fase=m § fF O1ar TceA g9l & Jgol & Fg
WHR = gaATa fagamaelt, 1961 & fagsr 93(2) # @evers foha, arfer goardr efera
Reprse de Sfefar &1 agar 1 WA 2 s a|

e The amendment came days after the Punjab and Haryana High Court directed the
Election Commission of India (ECI) to provide information under Rule 93(2) of the

Conduct of Election Rules. Ig Here gaia 3R gRAmom 390 =amamery eart gama
3T (ECI) &1 gara fagamaet & g 93(2) & dgd FIar Yald &lel 1 A &of

% Fo fot a1e 3mam|
e Rule 93 of the Conduct of Election Rules provides a framework for people to obtain

information related to elections. J=Ta fAgATge & fAgdA 93 o9 & ﬂ*rﬂ'ﬁ o gefaa

SATTHIT YT T T ST Y& adr gl

e Rule 93(2) originally stated that other than the records specifically exempt under Rule
93(1), all papers relating to elections shall be available for people to inspect and take

copies of. fT# 93(2) # uger @gT AT AT &k fAFH 93(1) F dgd ORIV ®7 @ T
aTed Replsq T BIgHY, oAtdl ¥ Hefd T TS oliai o1 @07 3R Aevet
A & T 3gerser gha|

e The amendment to Rule 93(2) narrows the scope of people’s right to information by
adding a qualification that only “papers as specified in these rules relating to the election

shall be open to public inspection.” fa# 93(2) # HMYUT & oIl & F=lr IFfAHR &l
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AT T Hepfad o Gam 8, TS Ig SisT I & shaor ‘g7 Agat # fAfdse
SRS S IeAld & T §, &7 Adotioren @080 & faw 3uerstr ghar)”

e Records related to the electoral process, including Form 17C, video recordings, and
CCTV footage, will potentially get caught in the crosshairs of the new amendment.

gardr gfsar & wefd Reeféw, foradd wiet 17C, Aifsar Refféew, ik CCTV geer
A &, AT TN & dgd FAEAT I GTHAT F Hhd g

« The role of the ECI in the matter is particularly disconcerting. HTHel H ATa 3TN
(ECN) Fr sifAe Y &9 ¥ Riae=s g

e One of the safeguards in the Representation of the People Act, 1951, to prevent the
ruling party from arbitrarily misusing its power to frame rules is that the rules can be

made only “after consulting the Election Commission.” @& 9fafafea srfafawer, 1951
& U G U Jg ¢ 6 aar A Ul g@rt AT w1 AAA Tl & gragrer
Ut & T, e Shao “goird RN & RIAY Fe & dle” 0 ST Hevel & |

e ltis baffling why the institution vested with the responsibility of ensuring free and fair
elections is opposed to transparency, especially at a time when serious questions have

been raised about the sanctity of the electoral process. Ig§ THST H i 3T & ag
e, o FaaT 3R forswet gora glaRead s & Sesery & 7% €, IRE R &
faer 2 T W@ 8, WrEE S ATl Iishar T qfaTdr S Aot I Farer 38T
ST & &

e Inthe general elections of 2024, the ECI did not put out voter turnout figures in
absolute numbers after the completion of voting in the initial phases. 2024 & 31T ij;-na’r
&, gATd JRANT (EC) & AdG & YRR WO & dle d1el TAINST 3Hws o7
&3 H IRY AgT U

e This, coupled with an unusually high revision of 6% in voter turnout in some phases of
the election, without any explanation, prompted a public demand for disclosure of Form
17C. 309, o1 & $S WUN H 6% & AAHAT &9 ¥ 3 Acdeld AMerT, 9 faredr
TISEENUT o, BIA 17C HT THEIRIUT Flel hI AT TAh HIT 37|

e Several political parties also sought copies of Form 17C after the general elections,
claiming an abnormally large increase between the two figures in some constituencies.

g ToTellicieh Iedl & 3TH aATar & aTe Hie 17C & gt A, T arar Fd §U
fh P& fdToer &t 7 gt el & dT AT B §S T

e The Biju Janata Dal (BJD) claimed a massive increase between the two figures in
some constituencies in Odisha, raising doubts about the integrity of the election

process. dig] SIAdT g (BJD) = 3BT & Fo fAaTaer &t & gt 3rierst & &
faemer gefer 1 arar foar, forEd g ufshar & Fegferssr W Heg 33|

¢ Inthe Assembly elections held in Haryana and Maharashtra, similar concerns were
raised and applications were again filed seeking copies of Form 17C and other election

records. RO 3R #ERTSE & U RuTerwsn ol & off s e A [AW 3o78 71
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3N B 17C 3R 3 AT Rebisq H HIfdr A & faT 3mdest B T a—i
fru 91|

o Unfortunately, all these requests were stonewalled by the ECI. gaq‘w'a-q'%r, ST HHAT
et T gATE HRAT (ECI) G@RT o feam arm|

¢ In a petition to the ECI, the BJD complained that even its candidates were denied copies
of Form 17C, despite making requests under the Representation of the People Act

and the Right to Information Act, 2005. F=Ta 3TAWT (ECI) T Teh IR H, A
SIeTdT & (BJD) o RIsvraa fr fh s 3Fdicart I oft v 17C Fr Hraar 17 &y
E, Stefe A wfafafte sfafawe i gaen 1 sfter sfafaes, 2005 & aga
3TdesT fhu T |

e Further, when the matter of proactive disclosure of Form 17C was agitated in the
Supreme Court, the ECI opposed it on the specious grounds that there is no legal
mandate to share Form 17C with anyone other than the candidates and political parties

through their designated polling agents. 38 37elTdT, ST§ BIA 17C & TfhT Theraor
T ATHAT FAHA HIEH ISMAT 9147, o FATd AAWT (ECI) o T§ faRuer femar o wiet 17C
& 3FAGART AR TorAIfas wféat & sremar Rl 3R &t 399 Afse Adeer Telet
& ATEYH § WIS F FH HIS FefAl MG L o

» The ECI’s reluctance to share copies of Form 17C is inexplicable. JeiTq AT (ECI) T
Wi 17C Fr HifoAl @i e 7 ifacor gas O . B

e Copies of Part 1 of Form 17C are given to polling agents who are present at the booth
and there is no prohibition on their further dissemination. ®I& 17C & #TT 1 & HiTAAT
Ader Fg W 3UTEAT Adel Toiel & & Al § 3R 3aFr 3mT g8 e W IS
Ush =TET gl

o In Digital India, the claim that Returning Officers don’t have the technical facility to
scan and upload a couple of thousand pages is scarcely credible. 3faee 3T &, 38

arar o Refefer 3wl & ore goIRT geal T Thel 3R 3Tells A T Tehaiiehl
giaem wgT 8, $7 @ w4 faeaw=a =@ g

e On December 26, 2024, more than six months after the general elections, the ECI
released a set of 42 statistical reports, terming it a “Treasure Trove for stakeholders

including academicians, researchers, and election watchers worldwide”. 26 feHeT 2024
I, WA ATl F S Hel a1, A AT (ECI) o 42 gifeghra Raret 1 v
Je T forar, O “Raurst & fav @ w1 9=, ST sefas, ausar 31
eATa qhdeTeh MAe U

e This too had no data from Form 17C, which would conclusively resolve the vexed issue
of difference between votes polled and counted. 3T 8t Bfef 17C & HIS 3T G 2T,

ST AdersT 3R [P 91T grel & S 3a¥ & TS §9 F g L Gohal AT
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o Transparency is key to ensure public trust and participation in the electoral process.

ARG AT Gfshar # Ardstioren faeard 3R Aefied gRfRad e & fav
Hgcaol gl

e In 2024, the Supreme Court struck down the electoral bonds scheme as being
violative of a voter's fundamental right to information. 2024 #, & FIE o FaATar a5

IS T Ueh AdalaT & ool & AlfF 3aR 1 3edwed R |
o A challenge to the new amendment has already reached the apex court. AT HMUT &

e T gl gger & walew Fzrmmrq”gir T B
e Rather than wait for the verdict of the judiciary, the ECI and the BJP would do well to
realise that this amendment has no place in a democracy and withdraw it. =aTIqTfeleT &

AU &1 SIoIR Fel & S, o1 TANT (ECI) 3R BIP &I Ig FASA =IieV foh
Ig AT Ahdd H HIg TUH 18T IW@AT 3R 3/ 9T o T AT
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The way forward for PM-KISAN

The scheme, which started off strong, has been providing assistance to fluctuating numbers of farmers over the past six years

GS Paper lI:
Government Scheme

T. Ramakrishnan

he Pradhan Mantri Kisan
T Samman Nidhi (PM-KI-

SAN), which provides year-
ly income support of 6,000 to
eligible farmer families in three in-
stalments, has been through highs
and lows both in terms of coverage
and payout. It became operational
from December 2018.

Originally intended for small
and marginal farmers, the
scheme, which was launched in
February 2019, was later extended
to all farmers who owned land
when the National Democratic Al-
liance retained power in May 2019.
The government made it clear in
Parliament that there was no pro-
posal to expand the scheme furth-
er to bring in tenant farmers under
the fold. At the time of expansion
in 2019, the scheme was expected
to cost ¥87,217.5 crore to the public
exchequer for 2019-20 with the to-
tal number of beneficiaries being

| at a given time. Since the scheme

was inaugurated, the government
has made payments 18 times. The
last payment was made in October
2024. The number of beneficiaries
started rising in the second year of
implementation and this trend
continued until the fourth year.
Since then, governments, both at
the Centre and in States, have
been weeding out ineligible per-
sons. At the same time, they have
been taking steps to “saturate the
scheme with all eligible farmers.”
A “major saturation drive” com-
menced on November 15, 2023 to
include more than 1 crore farmers.
Another round was carried out
from June 2024 and more than 25
lakh farmers were made benefici-
aries. At the all-India level, the to-
tal number of beneficiaries, at the
time of the release of the 18th
payout, was approximately 9.59
crore. Of them, farmers from Sche-
duled Castes (SCs) accounted for
12% and those from Scheduled
Tribes (STs) accounted for 9%.
While women constituted a little
more than 20% of SCs and others,

PM-KISAN: Highs and lows

The data for the charts were sourced from Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha replies and Budget documents

g

arounf:I 14.5 crore. l‘!owever’. in the th?r share among STs was around Table 1: The table shows the allocation for the scheme Table 3: The table shows the year-wise distribution of funds
last six JEALs, neither did the | 29%.In DeFember last year, the go- and the amount transferred since 2018-19 in 10 States from different regions of the country. Since the
amount disbursed exceed 370,000 | vernment informed the Lok Sabha In ¥ crore scheme came into effect in December 2018, the table shows
crore during any YEdr, 1ok didthe | that it did not maintain any sepa- numbers from 2019 as it was the first full inaugural year
number of beneficiaries touch the | rate data for Other Backward I | ) )
14.5-crore mark. Classes, who were included in the 2OTE1Y o 20,000 6,005.5 H Amount disbursed in g crore

As Table 1 shows, allocation for | category of “others.” | i
the scheme in the beginning of A%.)e?,usal of the data, as given in 201329 15,000 2331015 91564 ber of [ A A
2019-20 and 2020-21 was 375,000 | Table 3, on the year-wise distribu- 2020-21 75,000 65,000 60,989.9 beuenil llairicadl Benaficlar | dichaad
crore each. But in both years, the | tion of funds in 10 States reveals 2021-22 65,000 67,500 67,147.4 ciaries ies
expenditure on account of disbur- | that all of them have experienced 2022-23 68,000 60,000 58,253.8 Andhea
sal ranged from around ¥49,000 | ups and downs. For instance, Ta- 02324 | 60000 | 60000 61,8865 Pradesh | 4990936 | 27105 | 44,88,790 | 2,813.79
R o i St | R eIRr  zwer| o | wa | wvens assam | 1229282 | 13964 | 1654726 | 135668
was close to 25% while it moderat- | ciaries in 2020-21; now it has 21.9 “After the 18th Instalment (Aug-Nov 2024) Bihar 62,03,177 | 29217 | 80,559,752 | 4,891.74
ed to around 10% next year. Ho- | lakh. The amount disbursed rose Table 2: The table shows the number of beneficiaries Karnataka | 50,68,281 | 2,789.8 | 51,66,182 | 2,963.36
wever, it was in that year (2021-22) | only to go down — from around at the time of select instalments of payment Mahar-
that the absolute figure of payout | ¥2,594 crore during 202021 to 1 achtta 91,29,512 | 4,898.9 | 96,94408 | 5888.33
was the highest (around 367,150 | 1,439 crore during 2023-24. In ks } J —— y— Pp— m—
crore). With the authorities tight- | Manipur, the number of benefici- - T = i - e .
ening coverage of the scheme, the | aries decreased by about 70% bet- 13t iDec2018:Mar.2023) 3,16.19,876 Punjab 23,10,245 | 1,262.7 | 10,26,631 | 582.67
annual aggregate amount dis- | ween 2022-23 and 2023-24. 5th (April 2020 - July 2020) 9,26,93,619 Rajasthan | 55,76,237 3,382.8 70,19,074 | 4,103.84
bursed began going down and saw Farmers have been demanding 9th (Aug 2021- Nov 2021) 10,34,41,242 Tamil
a 13% dip in 2022-23. Last year, the | a hike in the annual payout. While 13th (Dec 2022 - Mar 2023) 8,12,34,383 Nadu 36,84,641 2,130.9 23,21,564 | 1,438.76
amount was 362,000 crore. considering this, the government

Table 2 gives an account of the | should incegntivise th(;gse who effi- Rl el g“i’; h | 19883400 | 11,0066 | 2,2633,008 | 13,808.24
varying number of beneficiaries at | ciently use water, electricity, and A8tI}AE 2024 N0V2028) 9:38,31,635 rades
the time of payment of instalment | other inputs during production.

The Way Forward for PM-KISAN
PM-KISAN & far@ 3mer &r1 4T
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The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) provides yearly
income support of ¥6,000 to eligible farmer families in three
instalments.

e 7 R gFAE A (PM-KISAN) 9 fFarer aRarY & dis
freat & 9fa a¥ 26,000 Fr 3T FEIAT eI FICT ¢

e The scheme became operational from December 2018.
7§ Aot fEWa 2018 @ @hhar g8 ol

e Originally intended for small and marginal farmers, the scheme was later extended to
all farmers who owned land when the National Democratic Alliance retained power in
May 2019.

Ao &7 A8 AR dieia frast & v 9a1$ 918 I8 At |1 7 3wt et
& v g1 & 715, T g FHa Y, 79 T FAdIF TS o 7S 2019 H Tar
H arqdr H|

e The government made it clear in Parliament that there was no proposal to expand the
scheme further to bring in tenant farmers.

WHR o GO H Ig TS hAT foF A1STar ' 319 Ferend fhider fhamel & enfae

FA BT DI &G el ol
e In 2019, the scheme was expected to cost ¥87,217.5 crore for the year 2019-20 with the
total number of beneficiaries being around 14.5 crore.

2019 & STl T AT T 2019-20 & foIw 287,217.5 U3 AT 3R wmenidat Hr

el TEIT I 14.5 F:3 AN

¢ However, in the last six years, the amount disbursed never exceeded ¥70,000 crore nor
did the number of beneficiaries reach 14.5 crore.

gTerifer, oo o8 asf &, Jawor & afr Fft o 70,000 Fz T 310 &7 §é A
& emefat B T 14.5 FA5 I TEA|

¢ Allocation for the scheme in 2019-20 and 2020-21 was ¥75,000 crore each.
2019-20 3{X 2020-21 & IArT=T & fAT 3MaesT 75,000 FUs 24T

e The expenditure on disbursal ranged from around ¥49,000 crore to ¥61,000 crore in
both years.

3oT alet ast & fIaRoT W @I SI9T9eT 249,000 FS T T61,000 FS & oI 27|

e The year-on-year growth rate for 2020-21 was close to 25%, while it moderated to
around 10% in the next year.

2020-21 % AT aTi¥eh efel & 25% & e o, STdfeh 3FT a¥ H Tg 10% & 3EIH
& 5|

e In 2021-22, the payout amount was the highest at around ¥67,150 crore.
2021-22 &, faazor Tfdr qed 318 ot 918191 67,150 HAS|

e The total amount disbursed began decreasing in 2022-23, with a 13% dip, and last year
it was ¥62,000 crore.
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2022-23 & ol TRY & el 3118, TorEat 13% 1 TRrae 3713, 3R Mo a¥ Ig 62,000
A3 AT

e The government has made payments 18 times, with the last payment made in October
2024.
AR o 18 TR 1T fohT §, AR 3T foTceT rergax 2024 7 foham Irm 27|

e The total number of beneficiaries was around 9.59 crore during the release of the 18th
payout.
183 STl & THY oMY hr ol HEAT ofaTstar 9.59 5 Al

e 12% of beneficiaries were from Scheduled Castes (SCs), and 9% were from
Scheduled Tribes (STs).

I 7 12% Iqqfaa snfaat (SCs) @ 2, 3R 9% Ieqgfaa Starentadl (STs) & |
e« Women constituted a little more than 20% of SCs and others, while their share among
STs was around 29%.

AfG3iT T SCs 3R 3T & Fol BEACRY 20% F AT 3R AT, Sl STs H 3eiehr

fRET SI9T37aT 29% 27|

e In December 2023, the government started a major saturation drive to include more
than 1 crore farmers, with another round in June 2024 adding more than 25 lakh
farmers.

feEaT 2023 7, TER 7 1 FO3 Al # A w & v tw a5 @qfta sifdae

UE foham, AR ST 2024 7 Tk 3R R A 25 ar@ fHwmEt 1 SisT I

e In Tamil Nadu, the number of beneficiaries dropped from 44.6 lakh in 2020-21 to 21.9
lakh in 2023-24.

dfeAg &, ATeniat i HEAr 2020-21 F 44.6 AT @ TeHT 2023-24 H 21.9 A g

TS|

e In Manipur, the number of beneficiaries decreased by about 70% between 2022-23 and
2023-24.

AT #, 2022-23 31X 2023-24 & & AT T HEAT o131 70% HE TS|

e Farmers have been demanding a hike in the annual payout.
foremst aif¥er speremer & gefr &7 AT X W@ 8

e The government is considering incentivizing those who efficiently use water, electricity,
and other inputs during production.

WHR 3 fRaE F WichlgsT ¢ W TR T WY & S 3caresT & gt are, fasrel
3R 3T FAYE HT FRAAAYES 3G HA B
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What led to the Azerbaijan Airlines jet crash:

Why has the Azerbaijani President said that the airliner was shot down? What are the rules regarding aviation safety in conflict zones? What are the legal issues which
come into play? Was international humanitarian law breached?

IGS Paper lI: Central

EXPLAIN

Murali N. Krishnaswamy

The story so far:
n December 25, 2024, an
Azerbaijan Airlines flight,
4K-AZ65, en route from Baku
in Azerbaijan to Grozny, the
capital of Chechnya in Russia, with 67
passengers and crew, faced a series of
serious technical difficulties. The weather
appeared to have been a factor as the
crew attempted to divert to Makhachkala
in Russia. There was another diversion to
Aktau in Kazakhstan by the eastern shore
of the Caspian Sea, but the plane
impacted the ground about three
kilometres from Aktau’s airport, and 38
passengers were killed. There are
conflicting reports on the cause, linked to
a series of holes in a part of the fuselage
and a survivor passenger’s video footage.
Azerbaijani President [Tham Aliyev said
“we can say with complete clarity that the
plane was shot down... We are not saying
that it was done intentionally, but it was
done”. Azerbaijan has said that the
aircraft “was ordered” to fly across the
Caspian Sea after it was denied landing at
two Russian airports. Data from the black
boxes have been decoded in Brazil, where
the twin-engine aircraft, an Embraer
ERJ-190AR, was manufactured.

What are the other details?

The flight data site, Flightradar24, has
told The Hindu that “We can confirm that
the flight was operaring in an area
affected by GPS jamming and spoofing,
hence we did not see a large portion of
the flight. The last portion of the flight
was operated in an area of good
coverage.”

The website of Azerbaijan Airlines says
the airline, which is a member of the
International Air Transport Association
(IATA), is in full compliance with
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAOQ) standards. The airline has
announced the suspension of flights to
several cities in Russia on the directive of
the Azerbaijan State Civil Aviation
Authority following preliminary results
from an investigation into the crash.

A report on the President of Russia’s

5 .3~v“ % =

Gruesome crash: Emergency specialists at the crash site of the Azerbaijan Airlines plane near the city of Aktau, Kazakhstan on December 25, 2024. REUTERS

Committee (IAC), the body representing
some of the Commonwealth of
Independent States (Azerbaijan, Armenia,
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the
Russian Federation, Tadjikistan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan), were invited
to ensure an “impartial and objective
incident investigation”.

‘What does the accident highlight
about conflict zones?

Dr. Hassan Shahidi, President and CEO,
Flight Safety Foundation, Virginia, U.S.,
has told The Hindu that the operation of
civilian flights in conflict zones isa
complex issue that involves assessing the
risks posed by ongoing hostilities. ICAO
guidelines stress the importance of states
providing up-to-date risk assessments and
advisories to airlines about potential
threats, including military activity, missile
launches, or other hazards. Airlines, in
turn, must conduct their own risk

official website, titled “Tel

Under international law,

conversation with President of Azerbaijan
Ilham Aliyev, December 28, 2024”, says:
“The presidents had a detailed discussion
of issues regarding the December 25 crash
... Vladimir Putin apologised for the fact
that the incident happened in Russian
airspace... It was noted during the
conversation that the Azerbaijani
passenger airliner was flying according to
schedule and repeatedly tried to land at
Grozny Airport. At that time, Ukrainian
unmanned combat aerial vehicles
(UCAVs) attacked Grozny, Mozdok and
Vladikavkaz, and Russian air defence
systems were repelling these attacks. The
Russian igative C ittee initiated
a criminal case under Article 263 of the
Criminal Code (violation of the rules for
traffic safety and operation of the air
transportation systems). Initial
investigation is underway....”

A media report says that the flight data
have been analysed by the Aeronautical
Accident Investigation and Prevention
Center (CENIPA), Air Force Command,
the central investigative body that is
overseen by the Brazilian Air Force.
Investigators from Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan
and Russia are also involved.

On January 3, 2025, the President of
Kazakhstan, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, said
17 international experts including those
from ICAO and the Interstate Aviation

specifically the Chicago Convention and
its Annexes, the responsibility for
ensuring the safety of civil aviation lies
with states. If the crash is found to be
caused by actions directly linked to
Russia, whether intentional or negligent,
questions of state responsibility and
accountability under international law
may arise, which may include legal
actions and findings of criminal liability.

As the flight is said to have been subject
to severe electronic and communication
interference, Dr. Shahidhi said, “spoofing
(sending false signals) and jamming
(blocking or disrupting signals) can have
severe impacts on aviation safety,
particularly on navigation and
communication systems. These
technologies could interfere with Global
Navigation Satellite Systems (GNNS), for
example, GPS, ADS-B and transponder
signals and communication systems.
Enhanced cybersecurity measures,
alternative navigation systems, and robust
incident reporting mechanisms are
needed to mitigate these risks”.

An ICAO spokesperson has told The
Hindu that ICAO has readied itself to
support this investigation in the interest
of aviation safety and security, deputing
an ICAO expert to be deployed onsite as
an observer to the international
investigation team. He said, “The

investigation, as prescribed by Annex 13,
shall be conducted with the sole objective
of preventing future accidents and
incidents, through the collection and
analysis of safety data and information.
Annex 13 calls for a preliminary report to
be produced within 30 days of the
accident, with a final report to follow
within 12 months.”

Conflict zones, with state and non-state
players, pose immense risks to civil
aviation and countries are responding to
this growing threat with several initiatives.
Canada’s Safer Skies initiative is one such
example that was in response to the
shooting down of a Ukraine International
Airlines flight PS752 in 2020 after take-off
from Tehran.

After the shooting down of Malaysia
Airlines flight MHI7 in 2014, the Dutch
Safety Board’s final report gave rise to the
“Risk Assessment Manual for Civil Aircraft
Operations Over or Near Conflict Zones
(Doc 10084, Restricted)” by ICAO.

The IATA Tactical Operations Portal
gives aviation subscribers real-time alerts
related to airspace and airport operations.
It operates based on a five-level alerting
system. Another group is the Expert
Group on Risk Information overflying
Conflict Zones (EGRICZ), which is an
informal international group that puts out
information on airspace conflict zone risk
assessments. There is also the Safer Skies
Consultative Committee which is a formal
international platform that examines
conflict zone threats.

Where are GPS interference hotspots?
Flightradar24 says that the jamming of
signals has been prevalent in the area
around the Black Sea, while spoofing is
common around Iraq, Ukraine, Russia,
and also the eastern Mediterranean Sea. It
says that flight crew are aware of GPS
jamming and spoofing and are trained in
advanced risk management.

Have nation-states been involved in
air accidents?

As the paper, “Navigating the Legal
Horizon: Lawyering the MHI7 Disaster”
(2017), by Marieke de Hoon in the Utrecht
Journal of International and European
Law, points out, there have been about
nine major cases. Some of them include
the shooting down of a Cathay Pacific

e e
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airliner by China in 1954; Libyan Arab
Airlines flight 114 by Israel in 1973; Korean
Airlines flight 007 by the then-Soviet
Union in 1983; Iran Air flight 655 by the
United States in 1988; the bombing of Pan
Am flight 103 by ‘Libyan agents’ in 1988;
Sibir Airlines flight 1812 by Ukraine in
2001; and MH17.

What about the legal issues?

Dr. Mohammad Owais Farooqui, Assistant
Professor, Department of Public Law,
College of Law, University of Sharjah,
UAE, has told The Hindu that the accident
poses important legal questions with
regard to jurisdiction under the principles
of international law.

It has drawn attention to the absence,
ownership, and management of
responsibility and authority in
international aviation regulation,
compensation, and state responsibility. In
the investigations, there should be focus
on how the existing international legal
works and the bases, for example, the
Chicago Convention and the Montreal
Convention, regulate such occurrences,
he says.

The law applicable to the liability for
damage in this context is the Montreal
Convention. Azerbaijan Airlines may be
financially responsible for making
compensation payments, but things get
complicated if state responsibility is
engaged, more so in a missile strike
scenario. If there is evidence that a state is
involved, principles of state responsibility
under the international law may prevail
over the Montreal Convention and the
responsible state may be under obligation
to make reparation under customary
international law.

Another area of law is international
humanitarian law, he says. The Chicago
Convention specifically bans the use of
weapons against civil aircraft in flight, and
if a state is involved, its conduct may
amount to a breach of this law, especially
if not in accordance with the principles of
necessity and proportionality.

The Azerbaijan case, he says, highlights
the necessity for more authoritative and
codified regulation of international civil
aviation activity, the enhancement of
liability regulation at the global level, and
cooperation within the international legal
framework.

THE GIST

v

The website of Azerbaijan
Airlines says the airline, which
is a member of the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA), is in full
compliance with International
Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO) standards.

v

Azerbaijani President llham
Aliyev said “we can say with
complete clarity that the plane
was shot down... We are not
saying that it was done
intentionally, but it was done”.
Azerbaijan has said that the
aircraft “was ordered” to fly
across the Caspian Sea after it
was denied landing at two
Russian airports.

v

Azerbaijan Airlines may be
financially responsible for
making compensation
payments, but things get
complicated if state
responsibility is engaged, more
50 in a missile strike scenario.
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What led to the Azerbaijan Airlines jet crash?

oS TR AT hal ST HRUT FIT YUT?

On December 25, 2024, an Azerbaijan Airlines flight, 4K-AZ65, en
route from Baku in Azerbaijan to Grozny, the capital of Chechnya in
Russia, with 67 passengers and crew, faced a series of serious
technical difficulties.

25 fHET 2024 Y, T HSRESATT TIXATSH H 330, 4K-AZ65, ST 9%
(3rSIESTTeT) ¥ A= (Taaar, ®9) o1 W ff, w67 = 3R aes
ol &, A W AT TATIATHT FT FHAT HaAT|

e The weather appeared to have been a factor as the crew attempted to divert to
Makhachkala in Russia.

mﬂwmmgmmmaﬁﬁw%mﬁmmm
oI fha|

e There was another diversion to Aktau in Kazakhstan by the eastern shore of the
Caspian Sea, but the plane impacted the ground about three kilometres from Aktau’s
airport, and 38 passengers were killed.

FTTT PR & I fFaA N FermEeare & qaers § e 3R sad fhar am, ofde
AT o 3raers ga1$ HZS W e i fFelidfer oy orfleT & Ty AR, foreat 38
el AR 7T

e There are conflicting reports on the cause, linked to a series of holes in a part of the
fuselage and a survivor passenger’s video footage.

SRUT X faemsrdr Ruré g, 5t 45 & v fEd & Sai 7 g@ar 3R e Shiaa &
& A FeT ¥ T g3 £

e Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev said, “We can say with complete clarity that the
plane was shot down... We are not saying that it was done intentionally, but it was done.”

TSRS & USEUTT SegTH AT o Fgl, "7 Ig TASC FT H g Thd & b QAT
&I el A a1 ... §H I G Fg W T Ig SreAeerant R I, dfeher ag foman

Wl“

e Azerbaijan has said that the aircraft “was ordered” to fly across the Caspian Sea after
it was denied landing at two Russian airports.

3RS o Fel & [ e =1 “aneer A a3 o & ag FR9IT a9 & 3w
35T Y, IR 3 A TH & g IS W ST v IegAfd 77T & 15 oA

o Data from the black boxes have been decoded in Brazil, where the twin-engine aircraft,
an Embraer ERJ-190AR, was manufactured.
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sdw afFw & 3o el A Beie R =T &, STeT cfae-gofeT [T, TFT ERJ-
190AR, &1 f#AToT g3 2|

What are the other details?

ey QAaor +r g7

The flight data site, Flightradar24, has told The Hindu that “We can confirm that the
flight was operating in an area affected by GPS jamming and spoofing, hence we did
not see a large portion of the flight. The last portion of the flight was operated in an area
of good coverage.”

331 ST AISC, FATSEABR24, 1 & g & ogr & "o I§ Yite aX Fhdl ¢ T 3310
GPs atffier 3 wgfher @ wenfad & & Ganfoa g @ oY, safaw gaa 381 &
3 REH &1 18T @1 38T T IFEY BEAT 38 Fhalsr arel &7 H Fdifeld fhdr

CIEZ 1N

The website of Azerbaijan Airlines says the airline, which is a member of the
International Air Transport Association (IATA), is in full compliance with
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) standards.

ISRAATT WRAATEH HI ITASE el § b TJg TIRAATSH, Sl SeAUAST TIT SHIIE
THIRATA (IATA) fT TeET g, Setaead R v e (ICA0) &
ARl & QU RE F 39Tl H gl

The airline has announced the suspension of flights to several cities in Russia on the
directive of the Azerbaijan State Civil Aviation Authority following preliminary results
from an investigation into the crash.

TIRATST o TH P &5 A & [T 31T a7 [AciasT 1 wor i §, e T
AR 3354 WASHI0T & A& W, goiear H IR sia & gRomAr &«

A report on the President of Russia’s official website, titled “Telephone conversation
with President of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev, December 28, 2024”, says:

T & Tsgqfa HT YRR dgase W e Rare, Taer fifs § Tsgufa segm
IARAT & Y TAhlT ITddd, 28 f&deR 20247, g &

o “The presidents had a detailed discussion of issues regarding the December 25
crash...
el o 25 RHay A ghear & IR A fawga ==t H.

o Vladimir Putin apologized for the fact that the incident happened in Russian
airspace.
mﬁwﬁrgﬁaﬁrsﬁawa%ﬁvmcﬁrnwﬁﬁmgmwﬁmgmﬁgél

o It was noted during the conversation that the Azerbaijani passenger airliner was
flying according to schedule and repeatedly tried to land at Grozny Airport.

STdaid & SRId Ig site har T foF reRee i IrE Ry @uida
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AT & 3TAR 330 R @ A AR IR-IRX MeA=lt §a1$ 338 W ofs i
T I TG A

o Atthat time, Ukrainian unmanned combat aerial vehicles (UCAVSs) attacked
Grozny, Mozdok, and Vladikavkaz, and Russian air defence systems were
repelling these attacks.

39 THY, hel! ARG JeuF AT (UCAVs) & Arrelt, Aersia 3R
enfeFTadTer W gA U, 3R T a1 T&T wonfat a7 el @ ATRH
Tr of

o The Russian Investigative Committee initiated a criminal case under Article

263 of the Criminal Code (violation of the rules for traffic safety and operation of
the air transportation systems).

Y St wfafa & s d@fear F e 263 & dgd U TR
HHT &ol fohal (ITATT FReT 3R gars IRagsT Yool & el & g
FTI Sooldd)|
e Initial investigation is underway.
yRfAs ST TR
¢ A media report says that the flight data have been analyzed by the Aeronautical

Accident Investigation and Prevention Center (CENIPA), Air Force Command, the
central investigative body that is overseen by the Brazilian Air Force.

T HifSAr RAE & hgr a7 § & 331 Ser 1 faRelvor AT geear Jra ik
UFAT Fg (CENIPA), g a1 &aATS, IR FET Srd e ganr fohar arm g, fo&
FTSilel Y a1 QT caRT IR v el g

¢ Investigators from Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, and Russia are also involved.
FATGEATA, oA I T &F Sraerar i saa i@ g

e OnJanuary 3, 2025, the President of Kazakhstan, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, said 17
international experts including those from ICAO and the Interstate Aviation
Committee (IAC), the body representing some of the Commonwealth of Independent
States (Azerbaijan, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the Russian Federation,

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan), were invited to ensure an “impartial and objective
incident investigation.”

3 AT 2025 FI, FATEEAT & ITCCUT, FEAA-SATATE SHAT 1 gl foh 17 ARSI
faeiw=, et ICAO 3R gexwee wfawerar &3 (IAC) & faawer enfAe &, S o
AT WSS F FAGH (CIS) T FiAfAtea il 8 (IoREAe, AT, Tolred,
TG, TR fIerearer, Tl Te, dITAfhEdTel, Jhafedr, Setde

The Accident and Conflict Zones

Dr. Hassan Shahidi, President and CEO of the Flight Safety Foundation, Virginia, U.S.,
emphasized the complexity of civilian flight operations in conflict zones.
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e |ICAO guidelines stress the importance of states providing up-to-date risk assessments
and advisories to airlines about potential threats.

e Risk assessments should include military activity, missile launches, and other hazards.

o International law (Chicago Convention and its Annexes) places the responsibility for
civil aviation safety on states.

o If the crash is linked to actions by Russia, questions regarding state responsibility and
criminal liability could arise.

e Electronic and communication interference such as spoofing (sending false signals)
and jamming (disrupting signals) can severely impact aviation safety.

e Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS), including GPS, ADS-B, and
transponder signals can be affected by spoofing and jamming.

o Enhanced cybersecurity measures, alternative navigation systems, and robust incident
reporting mechanisms are needed to mitigate these risks.

goeaT AR wud aEf F R A

o 3N g9 MfRd), Fllse AW B3 & 3redst AR W3, Fefifaran, guw., oF |@uy
&aT & AR 38 TdATele T Sifedar W SR &

o ICAO fqnfader T=at & 3cada AfTA 3Tl AR TRETRAT A FHIfAd TR &
IR F Fg o7 T HETehar W SR 2 &l

o @A e A =g afafafet, Fasa g 3R 30T @A oA g ariRe)

o HAASET FTA (el FFAGA 3R 3Hb IUATA) & 3[AR, ANIRS 355l FI&T HI
fSFAerr Tt e #1

o I gHCA T F FEAT @ 31 Bl B, A ToF i ooy 3R srowfees smeRca
% IR & HardT 38 Thd ¢

o FoFce® IR HIR §FA8T, S 6 Tqfher (Fraa Rieatar o) 3R SfFe (Rearar
AT ), AR 35U FRET A IR T F G I Tl &

. 3dRTF AfdAee Aease RAved (GNSS), FHH GPS, ADS-B, 3iR Tr@uist Reaa
nfaAer &, Tqfther 3R AfFHT & yanfaa & Fa £l

o 5 SITQAT & HHF H & T AR F&T 39T, dohfeusn Afarers gonfedr, 3R
A TeaAT RAifear a7 1 3raegedr gl

ICAO and Investigation Support ICAO 3iX I & g

¢ |ICAO has pledged to support the investigation in the interest of aviation safety and
security.

e AnICAO expert will be deployed as an observer to the international investigation team.

e The investigation aims to prevent future accidents through the collection and analysis
of safety data.

e Apreliminary report is expected within 30 days, with a final report to follow within 12
months.
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ICAO 3T oo & gAY

ICAO = 33591 gt AR YR & R # S &1 GAST et &1 arer fovar g

T ICAO IS I ARG AT gl H AIft & T H deArd fhar siream|

ST &7 3eged #fasy & geearsi &l Aehel &, GI&T ST 3N SAFhRT 1 FAGOT 3N
[ERCEMEETC

yRfAF RarE H 37 30 feat & o, 3R sifasr R $r 37ig 12 A=t & & s
gl

Risks in Conflict Zones for Civil Aviation &Y &9 & ARIRS 33894 &
IGLIKCIES

Conflict zones with both state and non-state actors pose significant risks to civil
aviation.

Canada’s Safer Skies initiative was launched in response to the shooting down of
Ukraine International Airlines flight PS752 in 2020.

After the downing of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 in 2014, ICAO released the Risk
Assessment Manual for Civil Aircraft Operations over or near conflict zones (Doc
10084).

The IATA Tactical Operations Portal provides real-time alerts related to airspace and
airport operations, using a five-level alerting system.

The Expert Group on Risk Information overflying Conflict Zones (EGRICZ) provides
information on airspace conflict zone risk assessments.

The Safer Skies Consultative Committee examines conflict zone threats.

¥uY &t A Anie 33399 & v @

FgcaqoT WA 3cTe Fd &

FATST Y QBT THESA Teol I bl STAATA TILATSH FeTs€ PS752 & 2020 7
R S & gfdfshar & & faRar arr

HAATAAT WRATEH FABE MH17 F 2014 # RIT S0 & 91, ICAO & Fa¥ &F1 &
S AT IE & TR dTell ARTRS AT Felleled & Tov SfBH srFerer Aegarer
(3T 10084) SR R

IATA fFeha TR dEd gars 817 AR ga1s 3783 & Fao ¥ §afdd aedias
AT A Aaafaat e Far §, 3R ST Ira-rady Aamaet yomelt & 39Aer Far
ST B

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

« Expert Group on Risk Information overflying Conflict Zones (EGRICZ) &Y &%
SITEH 3MThelell G SATIhRT &l FHIT gl
o Safer Skies Consultative Committee HIY &1 @Rl & Hedlehe Hcll &

GPS Interference Hotspots GPS g¥d&lq gleTdicyd

o Flightradar24 reports frequent signal jamming around the Black Sea.

e Spoofing is common around Iraq, Ukraine, Russia, and the eastern Mediterranean
Sea.

e Flight crews are trained in advanced risk management to handle GPS jamming and
spoofing.

GPS g¥d8lu gicedicH

e Flightradar24 = sel& @ & 3T ’FR Rearar AT A e & g

o TRHIT S, Tohet, T, 3R Il $pTeT WRR & @O AT g

o 33T Aol Gol I GPS SR 3N THeT ol Heeled & ToIT 3ot ANVH yaerer H
EIRIGCRERIRCICIRS

State Involvement in Air Accidents a1 geeaait & T dr wfereaar

e The paper "Navigating the Legal Horizon: Lawyering the MH17 Disaster" (2017)
mentions nine major cases involving state actors.

e Examples include the shooting down of Cathay Pacific airliner by China in 1954,
Libyan Airlines flight 114 by Israel in 1973, and Korean Airlines flight 007 by the
Soviet Union in 1983.

Ty qHeaaHt A T At wiaeaar
« TS "Navigating the Legal Horizon: Lawyering the MH17 Disaster" (2017) & s
A3 garT Fioed &t yHE A FT 3o g
o 3ETEXUll # 1954 # HieT GaRT Cathay Pacific TIXeT8eX &l TR, 1973 7 FRIge GaRT

fafeas vareEw wame 114 & R, 3K 1983 # Aifawa @9 gart FIREE
TIRATSH Fellge 007 & = anfaer &

Legal Issues and Responsibilities FTeet Feg 3R st

¢ Dr. Mohammad Owais Farooqui highlighted legal questions about jurisdiction and state
responsibility under international law.
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Montreal Convention applies to liability for damage, but if state responsibility is
engaged, it could supersede the convention.

Under international humanitarian law, the Chicago Convention bans the use of
weapons against civil aircraft.

The Azerbaijan case raises the need for more codified regulation of international civil
aviation activities.

Fret Age AR EAeiar

ST, AEFAG AW BT o HTSET Fhefel & dod aFUeR AR Tog el W
Il FAT Y 3SR T

Aifrede Feaere & & AT SFAelr 1 om] w8, dfthe afe T FFaerr o3
gl &, a I8 sed el I TR gl

HRTET ARTIAEAIE FToleT & g, AT FFaeT ARG [AAET & Tems gRERt &
39T W} gfd«er oemmar gl

3RS ATH H HRTET ARINRS 33594 Afafaal & 310F Fifdwns Rfegas
T IETRAT B 3PR fhaT 7147 g
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Rat-hole mining: why the practice
continues in spite of its hazards

Labourers mainly from Assam, Nepal, and adjoining Bangladesh risk the hazards of rat-hole mining — asphyxiation because of poor ventilation,

collapse of mines due to lack of structural support, and flooding

IGS Paper lil: Disaster Management |
Rahul Karmakar

On January 6, 2025, nine workers were
trapped in a flooded coal mine in Assam’s
Dima Hasao district. Bodies of four of the
workers have been recovered, and rescue
work is still ongoing. In this article, dated
November 29, 2023, Rahul Karmakar
explains the dangers of rat-hole mining.
The story so far:
n oral question from the
Supreme Court to the Union
government continues to
remain unanswered even as
rescue workers recover bodies of workers
who died trapped in a flood rat-hole coal
mine at Dima Hasao district in Assam. On
January 11, 2019, the top court had asked
whether rat-hole mines could possibly
operate in the northeast hills without the
“connivance” of officials. “Lives are lost
due to illegal mining. What about the
officials who allowed this to happen?" the
court had asked the government.

What is rat-hole mining?

Rat-hole mining, of two types, is so
named as it involves digging tunnels 3-4
feet deep, barely allowing workers to
crawl in and out. They have to squat while
extracting coal with pickaxes. The
side-cutting type of mining is usually
done on hill slopes by following a coal
seam — dark brown or black-banded coal
deposited within layers of rock— visible
from the outside. The second type called
box-cutting entails digging a circular or

squarish pit at least 5 sq. metre in width
up to a depth of 400 feet. Miners who
drop down in makeshift cranes or using
rope-and-bamboo ladders dig
horizontally after finding the coal seam.
The tunnels are dug in every direction
from the edge of the pit, resembling the
tentacles of an octopus. Some workers
from Assam lost their lives in the coal
mines of Meghalaya, dug using this crude
method, before and after the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) banned it in April
2014.

Why is such mining banned?

The government has little control over the
land in Meghalaya, a Sixth Schedule State
where the Coal Mines Nationalisation Act
0f 1973 does not apply. The landowners
are thus also the owners of the minerals
beneath. Coal mining boomed after
Meghalaya attained statehood in January
1972. However, the terrain and expenses
involved discouraged mine owners from
employing advanced drilling machines.
So, labourers mainly from Assam, Nepal,
and adjoining Bangladesh risked the
hazards of rat-hole mining — asphyxiation
because of poor ventilation, collapse of
mines due to lack of structural support,
and flooding — to earn thrice or four times
as much as working in farms or
construction sites. Apart from issues of
safety and health, unregulated mining led
to land degradation, deforestation, and
water with high concentrations of
sulphates, iron, and toxic heavy metals,

low dissolved oxygen, and high
biochemical oxygen demand. At least two
rivers, Lukha and Myntdu, became too
acidic to sustain aquatic life. These factors
led to the NGT banning rat-hole mining in
Meghalaya in 2014 while observing:
“...there is umpteen number of cases
where, by virtue of rat-hole mining,
during the rainy season, water flooded
into the mining areas resulting in the
death of many...” lllegal mining and
transportation of coal, as mentioned in
the interim reports of a one-man
committee appointed by the High Court
of Meghalaya, has continued despite the
ban and the loss of lives. At least 17 miners
were drowned in an illegal mine in the
East Jaintia Hills district’s Ksan in
December 2018 after water gushed in
from a river.

What led to the NGT ban?
Environmentalists and human rights
activists began flagging the hazards of
rat-hole mining in Meghalaya two decades
ago. The campaign intensified after
Impulse, a Meghalaya-based NGO, began
addressing the issue of human trafficking
and child labour in such mines.

Three reports prepared by the NGO,
first with the Nepal-based Esther
Benjamin Trust in May 2010, the second
with Aide et Action in December 2010,
and the last with Human Rights Now in
July 2011, estimated that about 70,000
children mostly from Bdrlglddesh and
| Nepal were employed in these mines

to earn thrice or four times as much as working in farms or construction sites

because they were the right size to work
in them. The State’s Department of
Mining and Geology refuted the claim
but, under pressure from the National
Human Rights Commission, admitted in
June 2013 that 222 children were
employed in rat-hole mines, specifically in
the East Jaintia Hills district. The NGT ban
came a year later.

‘What is the way forward?

Unlike in Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand,
coal seams in Meghalaya are very thin.
This, miners say, makes rat-hole mining
more economically viable than opencast
mining.

The State has an estimated reserve of
576.48 million tonnes of low-ash,
high-sulphur coal belonging to the Eocene
age (33-56 million years ago). The stakes
for a section of locals have been so high
that the State government has been under
pressure to facilitate the resumption of
mining legally.

In May 2023, Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad K. Sangma said the Coal Ministry
approved mining leases for four of the 17
prospective licence applicants. This
would lead to the commencement of
‘scientific’ mining ensuring minimal
environmental impact through
sustainable and legally compliant
extraction procedures. Anti-mining
activists, who are assaulted by miners off
and on, said that ‘scientific’ would
eventually be a fancy tag in a State where
profit has driven coal mining.

Rat-hole mining: why the practice continues in spite of its

hazards

W GeT: 3HF TAU & dG9[g I§ TAT FAT I W@elt &

Labourers mainly from Assam, Nepal, and adjoining Bangladesh risk
the hazards of rat-hole mining — asphyxiation because of poor
ventilation, collapse of mines due to lack of structural support, and
flooding — to earn thrice or four times as much as working in farms
or construction sites.

HAF AT T @ WA, AT 3R ISR FaRT § W oI &
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A T FHAT FId § — TG ARAAT & FROT A H ot #H HfoATS,
el &1 e, 3R a9 — Qdt a1 AT wel § 76 @ F qgEEa
e ¥ IR T SIeT FA F v

An oral question from the Supreme Court to the Union government continues to
remain unanswered even as rescue workers recover bodies of workers who died
trapped in a flood rat-hole coal mine at Dima Hasao district in Assam.

gler FIE TN g WHFR Y TF AW 927 HqaRd @I 8, Tafeh qarasms 367 &
AT g A F U a6 A Gl YegIel el Tkl H B Holgyl I ARl sHG
W @ ¢

On January 11, 2019, the top court had asked whether rat-hole mines could possibly
operate in the northeast hills without the “connivance” of officials.

11 SteTadt 2019 1 MY JreTeld o Yor AT fo FA7 YEgIel Telol ITR-Ydl TgIigaT &
SR 1 TeAfy & Rer garfad g ooy £

“Lives are lost due to illegal mining. What about the officials who allowed this to
happen?" the court had asked the government.

‘Sl 3T elol & HNUT oS¢ Bl 8l 3H X HIg @A dlel ATARIRAT 1 F41?7”

HeTed o WHR ¥ g7 ATl

Rat-hole mining involves digging tunnels 3-4 feet deep, barely allowing workers to
crawl in and out.

Y-8 Taa # LT 3-4 e d @I Sl 8, orad Affe v 3iey 3R A crawl
Il T HiSAS gidl gl

The side-cutting type of mining is usually done on hill slopes by following a coal seam
— dark brown or black-banded coal deposited within layers of rock — visible from the
outside.

A & AIFS-HIEI YR H HHACR I UgMaI Gollall X FHITell Sl Gl M reled i
BV Telel oA STl &, S TeX 8 41 1ok A5 ared e H R H A gl g

The second type called box-cutting entails digging a circular or squarish pit at least 5
sg. metre in width up to a depth of 400 feet.

A YHR T8 SFq-HTEar gl STl g, A Teh el AT e I5eN HH § FF 5 o
e Tl @er arar &, fSEdhr TES 400 e dF & Gt B

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

The tunnels are dug in every direction from the edge of the pit, resembling the tentacles
of an octopus.

M5S & TRl & QI 1 g% fem o @her S §, St v ifereiod &1 Sedhed Sl
feraretr €1

In vain: Efforts underway to rescue the labourers trapped inside an illegal rat-hole coal mine, in Dima Hasao district, Assam, on January 9, 2025. PTI

Some workers from Assam lost their lives in the coal mines of Meghalaya, dug using
this crude method, before and after the National Green Tribunal (NGT) banned it in
April 2014.

o AfAS o AT HT FIT Tl A AU ST iar &, S 387 Fed als § @
S o, 3HR gger 3R I F o9 T gRA FAROT (NGT) & 39 3r¥ter 2014
EIGCIBGEC T e i

The government has little control over the land in Meghalaya, a Sixth Schedule State
where the Coal Mines Nationalisation Act of 1973 does not apply.

WHR & ITE AT, Uh 56 HIad Tod H A W HA 7101 &, Sl Fier ASH
AATATSALAT TFE 1973 W19] oT&l BIcT &

The NGT banned rat-hole mining in 2014 due to safety, health concerns, land
degradation, deforestation, and water contamination.

TASEY o 2014 H Y-gler Wetel W Gfcaier ofemm & o, St g, Fareey Heely R,
oA &ror, FAl dr FrS, IR T IGHOT & HROT AT
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e Atleasttwo rivers, Lukha and Myntdu, became too acidic to sustain aquatic life.
HH U FHA QY Afedl, @7 3R AT, 3 IFAT gl a8 % & STl Shael & Fgel g1
Y Fhi|

e Atleast 17 miners were drowned in an illegal mine in the East Jaintia Hills district’s
Ksan in December 2018 after water gushed in from a river.

17 @fAsi & #@ld v 33y Ge # ST Tafaar Rew O § 39 & Ryaw 2018 F

?,mwa@rﬁqﬁrgﬁM|

e The NGT ban came a year later after environmentalists and human rights activists
began flagging the hazards of rat-hole mining in Meghalaya two decades ago.

TASIE Ufqae Ueh OTel §1¢ 37T, 9 AaIae 3R ATAOeR SRiearsit
AT H {CIeT ool & GRT T &T G2l Tgel 3o1T AT

e Impulse, a Meghalaya-based NGO, began addressing human trafficking and child
labour in such mines.

Y, Ush HYUTIT-3TTRA TeAoiI3, o VHT WAl & Ald da&am 3R o 57

fAear & faar|

e The NGO prepared three reports, first with the Nepal-based Esther Benjamin Trust in
May 2010, second with Aide et Action in December 2010, and third with Human
Rights Now in July 2011, estimating that about 70,000 children, mostly from
Bangladesh and Nepal, were employed in these mines.

ToASii3 o il RAIE IR H, Igell AUTd-3TIRT T dealfA ¢&e & a1 AF 2010
#, gl w3 ve vee & A1y e 2010 A, 3R Al EgEe Usew A3 & Ay Jars
2011 &, TSrE# AT 70,000 T4, HET &9 F IR 3R AT &, 3T Terel &

F1H F QA

e InJune 2013, the State’s Department of Mining and Geology admitted under
pressure from the National Human Rights Commission that 222 children were
employed in rat-hole mines.

ST 2013 H, T & TeAar AR faer fasmr o i AearfeER AT & qarg A

iR fhar f 222 s Y-8l Werer § &1 a7 8 |

e In May 2023, Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma said the Coal Ministry
approved mining leases for four of the 17 prospective license applicants, leading to
the commencement of ‘scientific’ mining ensuring minimal environmental impact.

HE 2023 F, AUTT & FAEIHN P38 &. WIAATA Fgl o Per FATerg o1 17 Hnfaa
AEH IS A ¥ IR F AU @A qee AR v §, oww denfaw e d
I §% ¢, S TARONT JaITd T ~g7cddl M|

e Anti-mining activists, who are assaulted by miners off and on, said that ‘scientific’ would
eventually be a fancy tag in a State where profit has driven coal mining.

Gelel faUely isdT3 A, S @il qar g7g-aag X gAe v Sa 8, Far 6 defas
37dd: U S oIdel I ST, Uk Tad H g1 T o FIAAT Welel Y WG FaT £
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